Udovenko pays a visit 


By Marco Levytsky 
With files from the Government of Canada, RFE/RL, Ukrinform 

Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister Lloyd Axworthy and his Ukrainian 
counterpart Hennadiy Udovenko signed two bilateral agreements on peace- 
keeping and information sharing March 6 in Winnipeg. 

Udovenko was on an official visit to Canada March 4-7. 

The Joint Declaration on Peacekeeping enumerates shared principles 
that enhance and promote Canadian-Ukrainian bilateral relations through 
peacekeeping activities. This declaration provides a vehicle for continu- 
ing Canadian-Ukrainian co-operation and will develop and expand ac- 
tivities such as the Military Training Assistance Program, which trains 
Ukrainian military and civilian personnel through courses and joint exer- 
cises with Canadians in areas such as search and rescue, humanitarian 
operations and peacekeeping. 

“Canada and Ukraine support regional stability and co-operation and 
the maintenance of international peace and security through this construc- 
tive partnership,” Axworthy said. 

Axworthy added that Canada strongly supports Ukraine in its efforts to 
establish a special arrangement with NATO. He said Canada also sup- 
ports a similar arrangement between Russia and NATO and adds that the 
two agreements will probably be finalized before NATO s July summit in 
Madrid. 

In accordance with Canada and Ukraine’s continuing military and se- 
curity co-operation, National Defence Minister Douglas Young announced 
March 5 that Canada will establish a Canadian Forces’ attaché position at 
the Canadian embassy in Kyiv, which currently serves as the North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organization’s contact mission in Ukraine. Young met with 
Minister Udovenko that day in Ottawa. 
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formation office will open in Kyiv 
in April and that it will be headed 
by a Canadian foreign service of- 
ficer. 

Udovenko said at a news confer- 
ence following his meetings in Ot- 
tawa that a partnership with NATO 
will be a top priority when he talks 
with Albright and when he meets 
with NATO Secretary-General 
Javier Solana. 

The Memorandum of Under- 
standing on Co-operation in the 
Sphere of Information Sharing en- 
courages co-operation on dissemi- 
nating foreign policy information in 
Canada and Ukraine. Canada’s De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs and In- 
ternational Trade and Ukraine’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs will con- 
sult each other on information dis- 
tribution concerning mutual foreign 
policy activities and exchange infor- 
mation products, such as bulletins. 

“Although information sharing is 
part of normal bilateral relations 
between Canada and many OECD 
(Organization for Economic Co-op- 
eration and Development) nations, 
we only began to develop our ca- 
pacity with Ukraine after the end of 
the Cold War,” Axworthy said. 
“Canada and Ukraine are now tak- 
ing a further step to partnership in 
communications through the sign- 
ing of this agreement.” 

Coinciding with the signing of 
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Canada signs agreements 


Young also said a new NATO ins. 
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produce over 2 
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with Ukraine 


Ukrainian Foreign Minister Hennadiy Udovenko addresses the audience in front of the Taras Shevchenko 
monument at the Manitoba Legislature. Manitoba Premier Gary Filmon is in the foreground. 


Година «ікс» для українських партій 
Новий закон про вибори «пішов» 


Андрій Шевченко 

(КБУВ) Результатів цього голосування у залі 
Верховної Ради чекали, затамувавши подих, усі. 
А оплески з ложі преси востаннє перед цим 
було чути, мабуть, ще конституційної ночі. 
Верховна Рада проголосувала не за нові податкові 
закони, не за земельну реформу і навіть не за 
повноцінну державну символіку. Але схвалення 
у першому читанні нового закону «Про вибори», 
можна сміливо брати як точку відліку у фор- 
муванні відповідальних політичних сил і структу- 
рованого суспільства. Навіть такої мінімальної 
більшості у 232 голоси за мішану виборчу систему 
українські політики чекали щонайменше з часів 
отримання незалежності. 

Якщо закон було остаточно ухвалено у вигляді, 
запропонованому узгоджувальною комісією, у 
березні 98-го парлямент формуватиметься за 
принципово новою схемою. Половина депутатів 
обиратиметься у мажоритарних округах, решту 
225 мандатів поділять між собою партії, які 
подолають бар'єр у 4% голосів. 

Щоправда, мало хто вірить у те, що проєкт 
пройде через перипетії другого і третього читання 
без змін. Однозначно «за» голосують хіба що 
фракції Руху і комуністів, які несподіванно 
виявилися союзниками і найактивніше працювали 
над законопроєктом. 

Цікаво, що старий - мажоритарний - закон 
1993 року приймався саме зусиллями комуністів, 
які тепер, очевидно, зрозуміли перевагу партійної 


системи. Натомість група «Реформи», яка раніше 
голосувала за змішану систему, опинилася тепер 
серед її опонетів, а її лідер Сергій Соболєв вніс 
альтернативний - чисто мажоритарний - проєкт. 
В кулуарних розмовах інші позапартійні депутати 
кажуть, що у принципі голосували б і за змішану 
систему (може, з меншою партійною квотою — 
наприклад, 30 відсотків замість 50). Умовою 
для цього називають проведення мажоритарних 
виборів у дві тури, а не в одну; інакше, мовляв, 
пройдуть лише комуністи. 

Незалежно від нюансів остаточного варіянту 
закону, нові політичні реалії стають дедалі 
помітнішими. 

По-перше, вибори 98-го року будуть змаганням 
справді гігантських грошей i організаційно потуж-- 
них партій. Легко прогнозованим є пожвавлення | 
інтересу до партій (точніше, до майбутніх партій-- 
них списків) громадян, наділених владою і гроши-- 
ма, які бажають зберегти їх і в майбутньому. 
Характерним був недавній зворушливий прийом 
у члени Руху президента впливового концерну 
«Денді» Михайла Бродського і керівника найпопу-- 
лярнішої столичної газети «Киевскиє ведомости» 
та одного 3 тих, із ким прийшов у велику полі- 
тику Кучма, Віктора Чайки. Про наміри займа- 
тися виборами у одній із партій (Рух, ДемПУ, 
ЛПУ) заявив і екс-глава Адміністрації Прези- 
дента Дмитро Табачник. Подейкують, що очіку- 
ється масовий вступ до партій чиновників і 
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| UKRAINIANS OF WINDSOR AND ESSEX COUNTY 


Edited by I. Stebelsky, Y. Romanow, 
M. Hlynka, L. Nazarewich and M.G. 
Yaworsky. Winsor: Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, 1995. 332 pp., 4 tables, 4 
colour plates, 69 photographs. In 
English. 

A documentary case history of a 
Ukrainian community in Canada, now 
available in soft cover at a discount 
price of $20 (includes parcel post) from: 


Meest Windsor, 
1041 Ottawa Street, 
Windsor, Ontario N8X 2E3 
or fax: (519) 256-1024 
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Рада Безпеки має 
відгравати ключеву ролю 


Оксана Носкова, Марина Тарнавська 

(ДІНАУ- Укрінформ)--Цю мету закладено до 
законопроєкту «Про Раду національної безпеки 
і оборони України». 

Проєкт, який 5-го травня розглянула Верховна 
Рада, був поданий Президентом України як 
невідкладний. Попри всю очевидність і необхід- 
ність термінового схвалення такого закону, перед- 
баченого, до речі, і Конституцією України, ліве 
крило парляменту спромоглося «провалити» його 
прийняття у першому читанні. Проєкт відправ-- 
лено на доопрацювання. 

За словами секретаря Ради національної 
безпеки 1 оборони України Володимира Горбуліна, 
який представляв законопроєкт у парляменті, 
Рада, що нині діє на підставі тимчасового по- 
ложення, має стати своєрідним штабом, який 
повинен виявляти утримувати під контролею i 
організовувати протидію найбільш загрозливим 
для держави і суспільства процесам. 

У законопроєкті основним завданням Ради було 
визначено вироблення стратегії та вдосконалення 
системи забезпечення національної безпеки i 
оборони, організацію здійснення заходів щодо 
реалізації державної політики у сфері національ- 
ної безпеки і оборони, координацію і контролю 
діяльності органів виконавчої влади у сфері 


національної безпеки і оборони. До компетенції 
1 повноважень Ради національної безпеки i, 
оборони, яку очолює Президент України, проєк- 
том було віднесено розроблення концептуальних 
підходів до забезпечення національної безпеки і 
оборони у державній, економічній, зовнішньополі - 
тичній, воєнній, військово- технічній, інформацій- 
ній, екологічній та інших сферах. 

Раді надавалося право розглядати та узгоджувати 
проєкти державних програм, доктрин, законів 
України, указів Президента, міжнародних дого- 
ворів та інших документів з питань національної 
безпеки, плянувати та контролювати здійснення 
адекватних заходів політичного, економічного, 
воєнного, соціяльного, науково-технічного харак-- 
теру. До повноважень Ради національної безпеки 
і оборони пропонувалося віднести підготовку 
пропозицій щодо оголошення стану війни, загаль- 
ної або часткової мобілізації, введення воєнного 
чи надзвичайного стану. Рішення Ради пропо- 
нувалося вводити в дію указами Президента. 

У запропонованому Президентом України зако- 
нопроєкті комуністи побачили «спробу надати 
консультативному органу право приймати рішення, 
обов'язкові навіть для самого Президента 
України». 
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Президент, Конституція, чемпіони 
Атланти - символи минулорічної України 


Віктор Бикодір 

(КБУВ)- Цікавість до цього 
незвичного для України конкурсу 
підігрівався в мас-медіа півроку: 
вперше журналісти наймасові-- 
ших та найвпливовіших видань 
(на попередньому етапі), потім 
високоповажне журі мали назва- 
ти лавреатів минулого року та 
найзнаменніші події, що сталися 
в Україні в 1996-му року. 

Під час урочистої церемонії, 
що відбувалася в головній залі 
столиці -- Палаці «Україна» 
було оголошено, що титул «Лю- 
дини року» присуджено Прези- 
дентові України Леоніду Кучмі. 
Hi для кого це не було несподі- 
ванкою, результат цілком очіку- 
ваний за впливом на події та 
на формування політичного клі- 
мату в країні Президентові 
справді немає рівних. Тому як 
належне сприйняте є рішення 
журі про оголошення Л. Кучми 
переможцем також 1 в номінації 
«Політичний, державний та гро-- 
мадський діяч року». 

Поруч з Президентом постав 
голова Правління Національного 
Банку України Віктор Ющенко, 
для якого минулий рік був 
справді знаменним. Головний 
фінансист держави став першим 
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посадовцем вседержавного бан- 
ку, котрий спішно подолав від- 
ведений термін перебування на 
«гарячій» посаді і витримав пе- 
резатвердження в парляменті на 
черговий 4-річний термін. За- 
провадження нової грошової 
одиниці та стабілізації гривні - 
його безперечна заслуга. В. 
Ющенка названо «Чоловіком 
року». А «Жінкою року» наз- 
вано олімпійську чемпіонку, гім-- 
настку Катерину Серебрянську. 
Славетна українка, дворазова 
олімпійська чемпіонка з гімнас- 
тики Лілія ШПідкопаєва стала 
«Спортсменкою року». 
«Найвидатнішою подією року» 
визнано, звичайно ж, ухвалення 
нової Конституції України, «Гор- 
дістю країни» -- олімпійську 
збірну України, яка на Олімпіяді 
в Атланті посіла неофіційне 9 
місце в командному заліку. 
Ось ще кілька лавреатів. 
Титул кращого журналіста року 
дістався заступнику головного 
редактора газети ліберального 
напрямку «Зеркало нєделі» Юлії 
Мостовій, бізнесмен року - пре- 
зидент промислово- фінансового 


концерну «Славутич» Григорій 
Суркіс, «Парляментар року» - 
Вадим Гетьман, обраний від од- 
ного з виборчих округів Черка- 
щини, він же - глава валютної 
біржі. 

Найвидатнішим мером в Ук- 
раїні став голова одеської міськ-- 
ради Едуард Гурвіц, котрому по- 
трапило стати двічі лавреатом. 
Moro. поїздки до Чечні та визво-- 
лення українських заручників 
визнано головною в минулому ~ 
році місією доброї волі. «Юрист 
року» - президент Спілки адво-- 
катів України Віктор Медведик, 
«Меценат року» - голова прав- 
ління «Приватбанку» Сергій Ти- 
гипко, «Дипломат року» - мі- 
ністр закордонних справ Геннадій 
Удовенко, «Діяч культури та 
мистецтва року» - артист балету 
Вадим Писарев. 

На останньому етапі конкурсу 
авторитетні державні та гро- 
мадські діячі, народні депутати 
України визначали переможців 
у кожній номінації з 3-х осіб, 
перед тим відібраних з-поміж 
багатьох претендентів більш ніж 
двохстами журналістами. 


Година «ікс» для 
українських партій 


Прод. із ст. 1 
підприємців. 

По-друге, незалежно від того, 
яким буде бар'єр для партій, 
неминучим буде їх блокування. 
На власні сили сьогодні можуть 
розраховувати хіба що комуністи 
та Рух. Уже оголосили про без- 
посередню підготовку до виборів 
блок «Міст», Національний 
фронт з УРН та КУНОМ в 
авангарді. Тривають переговори 
щодо єдиного списку між соція- 
лістами, компартією та СелПУ. 
Блокування партій - тема окре- 
мої розмови, але поза сумнівами, 
вони можуть бути прообразами 
блоків під вибори президентські. 

Очевидним є й те, що зали- 
шиться незмінним незалежно від 
нової виборчої схеми. Гроші так 
само будуть фактором страте- 
гічним: тепер грошовим мішкам 
буде сенс купувати не лише ма- 


жоритарні округи, а й місце у 
партійних списках. Влада також 
зберігає достатні можливості 
впливу: починаючи від нарізання 
виборчих округів та моральної 
і матеріяльної підтримки зручних 
партій і кандидатів до підрахунку 
голосів. 

Нарешті немає механізму ре- 
ального впливу партій на владу 
загалом і на виконавчу верти- 
каль зокрема - і в центрі, і, 
тим більше, на місцях (поки 
що невизначеною залишається 
навіть схема місцевих виборів 
до яких, як і до парляментських, 
залишився рік). 

А головне - без повноцінних 
структур громадянського сус- 
пільства найдемократичніша 
структура органів влади є непот- 
рібним додатком, якого позбува- 
ються нехитрим хірургічним 
втручанням. 
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this agreement, a representative from the 
Corel Corporation presented Udovenko with 
the Corel Web Graphic Suite software for the 
development of a Ukrainian Foreign Minis- 
try Web Site on the Internet. 

While in Winnipeg, Minister Udovenko 
also met with Manitoba Premier Gary Filmon; 
the metropolitans of both the Ukrainian 
Catholic and the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Churches; delivered a speech to a joint lun- 
cheon meeting of the Winnipeg Chamber of 
Commerce and the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress; and laid a wreath during a ceremony at 


Udovenko with Prime Minister Jean Chrétien 
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Udovenko meets with the World Ukrainian Congress in Ottawa: From left to right: Yaroslaw 
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Hennadiy Udovenko, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, Dr. Dmytro Cipywnyk, Presi- 
dent UWC; Dr. Wasyl Weryha, First Vice-President UWC. 


the Taras Shevchenko monument in front of 
the provincial legislature. 

During his meeting with Filmon, both par- 
ties stressed the importance of Canadian- 
Ukrainian inter-regional cooperation and out- 
lined some priority areas for this type of co- 
operation. 

Udovenko’s visit in Canada was also in- 
tended to promote investment in Ukraine. He 
said Ukraine could absorb $3 billion to $4 
billion worth of foreign investment but said 
that since becoming independent in 1991 only 
half that amount has flowed into the country 
from foreign investors. 
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Udovenko, Filmon discuss cooperation 


A Ukrainian embassy official in Ottawa told 
RFE/RL that Canada and Ukraine have agreed 
on a visit to Canada in June by Ukraine’s 
Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko. 

Before arriving in Ottawa, Udovenko 
stopped off in Toronto where he met with the 
staff at the Ukrainian Consulate General. 

He urged them to be more self-critical in 
analyzing the achievements of Canadian- 
Ukrainian economic relations and to make 
greater efforts in the search for eligible Ca- 
nadian partners and potential investors for 
Ukrainian businesses. 
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Фонд відтворення видатних 
пам'яток презентує пляни 


Євген Парійський 

(ДІНАУ- Укрінформ)- Сприяння діяльності 
щодо відтворення комплексу Михайлівського 
Золотоверхого монастиря, Успенського собору 
Києво-Печерської лаври та інших видатних 
пам'яток історико-архітектурної спадщини Ук- 
раїни — одне з головних завдань Всеукраїнського 
фонду відтворення видатних пам'яток історико- 
архітектурної спадщини імені Олеся Гончара. 
Презентація фонду відбулася у приміщенні 
Українського фонду культури. 

Протягом багатьох століть український народ 
невтомною працею, розумом і талантом ство- 
рював свою неповторну самобутню культуру. 
Всю велич душі і майстерність наших поперед- 
ників втілюють чудові споруди, серед яких, сказав 
на презентації голова фонду академік Петро 
Тронько, Успенський собор лаври і Михайлів- 
ський золотоверхий монастир. Заради їхнього 
відновлення, а також для сприяння виконанню 
державних програм по відтворенню історико- 
архітектурних перлин нашої спадщини, створено 
Всеукраїнський фонд за указом президента 
України Леоніда Кучми та за ініціятивою гро- 
мадських організацій та видатних діячів культури 
країни. Серед основних напрямків його роботи 
— збір благодійних внесків, пожертвувань фізич- 


(ДІНАУ-Укрінформ)--385 авторів, які 
подали 420 пропозицій, взяли участь у конкурсі 
на кращий ескіз великого Державного Герба 
України, який відбувся наприкінці минулого 
року. 

Державна комісія з підготовки та проведення 
конкурсу констатувала, що жодна з представ- 
лених робіт не може бути рекомендована як 
ескіз великого Державного Герба нашої країни. 

Було вирішено присудити дві заохочувальні 
премії. Для створення ескізу великого Дер- 
жавного Герба України визнано за необхідне 
здійснити державне замовлення заохочувальни-- 
ми преміями учасникам конкурсу та відомим 
художникам країни. Для організації цієї роботи 
утворено комісію на чолі з міністром культури 
та мистецтв України Дмитром Остапенком. 


Україна далі «ще не вмерла» 


них й юридичних осіб України і іноземних держав. 

Перші благодійні внески до фонду надійшли . 
під час проведення презентації Комісії з питань 
відтворення видатних пам'яток історії та культури 
при Президенті України. Тоді було ухвалено 
«Звернення до громадян України та українців, 
які проживають за її межами, до всіх, кому до- 
рога українська культура, хто не байдужий до 
відродження духовних скарбів України». У 
листопаді відбулася благодійна акція «Дорога до 
храму», в якій взяли участь зірки української та 
російської естради. Коштом, що було зібрано 
під час благодійних заходів, фонд фінансував 
археологічні дослідження та інші науково-дослідні 
1 проєктно-вишукувальні роботи по Михайлів- 
ському i Успенському соборах. Найближчим часом 
має відбутися презентація фонду в Національному 
банку України і благодійний концерт в Націо- 
нальній опері. 

Про важливість діяльності фонду для віднов- 
лення видатних пам'яток нашої духовної спадщини, 
про його найближчі робочі пляни на презентації 
говорили голова Українського фонду культури 
Борис Олійник, голова правління Національного 
банку України Віктор Ющенко, віце-президент 
Національної академії наук України Петро То- 
лочко, відомі вчені. 


За наслідками конкурсу на кращий текст 
Державного Гімну України (на нього було 
подано 784 пропозиції), держкомісія прийняла 
рішення премій не присуджувати і увійти до 
Верховної Ради України з пропозицією затвер-- 
дити як текст Державного Гімну України істо- 
ричний текст Павла Чубинського у його пер- 
вісній редакції, де перший рядок Гімну звучить: 
«Ще не вмерла України і слава, і воля», та 
виконувати тільки перший куплет і приспів. 
Також запропонована доцільність паралельного 
функціонування Державного Гімну «Ще не 
вмерла України і слава, і воля» ПІ. Чубинського 
- М. Вербицького та духовного гімну «Боже 
великий, єдиний» О. Кониського - М. Лисенка, 
визначивши при цьому порядок виконання обох 
гімнів. 


Результати роботи слідчих 


Лариса Козик 

(ДІНАУ-Укрінформ)--Майже 238 тисяч 
кримінальних справ було розглянуто у минулому 
році. Вдалося значно зменшити кількість закритих 
кримінальних справ. Завдяки більш відпові- 
дальному ставленню слідчих до порушення 
кримінальних справ зменшується питома вага 
закритих за відсутністю події або складу злочину. 
Про це було повідомлено під час брифінгу в 
МВС України. 

Заступник міністра внутрішніх справ генерал- 
майор міліції Олександр Штанько поінформував, 
що в 1994 року спостерігається стійка тенденція 
до поліпшення слідчої роботи та основних (її 
показників. У минулому році кількість закінчених 
слідчими органами внутрішніх кримінальних справ 
у порівнянні з 1994 роком зросла на 24 тисячі, 
а до суду направлено справ - на 19 відсотків 
більше. У попередні роки співвідношення кіль- 


кості закінчених справ до таких, що перебувають 
у впровадженні, було 29-32 відсотки. А вже в 
минулому році - 41,9 відсотка. 

У ході попереднього слідства лише в минулому 
році всіма слідчими підрозділами державі від- 
шкодовано 232 мільйони гривень та понад 2 
мільйони дол. США. Накладено арешт на майно 
злочинців загальною вартістю 52 мільйонів 
гривень та 1,5 мільйона дол. США. 

Наголошувалося, що в роботі слідчого апарату 
залишається ряд важливих невирішених проблем. 
Зокрема, зниження рівня законослухняності Hace— 
лення це поява нових складних для розслідування 
злочинів. Заступник міністра також відзначив, 
що неспроможність держави забезпечити достатній 
рівень заробітної плати слідчим та вирішити їх 
соціяльно-побутові проблеми а також недостатня 
законодавча база негативно впливали на стан 
справ. 
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великого Кобзаря 


національно-демократичного спрямування. 

Зі словами великої шани і любові до провідця 
світлого майбуття рідної України зверталися 
до присутніх відомі письменники, вчені, громад- 
ські діячі. Музиканти, співці, творчі колективи 
присвятили Кобзареві свої найкращі твори. 

У ці дні вся Україна вшановує свого великого 
присвячуються 


Україна вшановує 


Анжела Афоніна 

(ДІНАУ-Укрінформ)- -Яскраві весняні квіти 
під урочисті звуки «Заповіту», 9-го березня, 
у день народження великого сина українського 
народу, лягли до підніжжя пам'ятника Тарасу 
Шевченку. 

Церемонія їх покладання відбулася за участю 
Президента України Леоніда Кучми, Голови 
Верховної Ради Олександра Мороза, Прем'єр-- 
міністра Павла Лазаренка. Квіти до пам'ятника 
поклали також представники різних політичних 
організацій. Тут проведено урочистий мітинг 
з нагоди 183-ї річниці від дня народження 
Кобзаря. Його організували Всеукраїнське 
товариство «Просвіта» разом з організаціями 
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сина. Його світлій пам'яті 
літературно-музичні вечори, концерти, виставки, 
кінофестивалі. 

183-й річниці від дня народження Тараса 


Шевченка присвячується й великий урочистий 
вечір у Колонному залі імені Миколи Лесенка 


Національної філармонії. 
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Mark Hlady 


Ihor Broda, Beniuk defeated 


By Marco Levytsky 

At least eight MLA’s of Ukrainian 
origin won in the March 11 Alberta 
election. 

However, two candidates with 
long records of community activism 
and strong community links went 
down to defeat in Edmonton. 

Elected for the Progressive Con- 
servatives were Dave Broda in 
Redwater, Mark Hlady in Calgary 
Mountain View, Ken Kowalski (he 
is of mixed Polish-Ukrainian heri- 
tage) in Barrhead-Westlock, Ed 
Stelmach in Vegreville-Viking, Pe- 
ter Trynchy in Whitecourt-St. Anne, 
Stan Woloshyn in Stony Plain and 
Julius Yankowsky in Edmonton 
Beverly-Clareview. 


Liberal Gene Zwozdesky easily | 


won his Edmonton Mill Creek con- 
stituency with the second highest 
majority of any opposition candi- 
date. ; 

' Defeated were Progressive Con- 
servatives Ihor Broda, who lost 
Edmonton Castle Downs by only 88 
votes and Andrew Beniuk, who fin- 
ished 714 votes behind Liberal Sue 
Olsen in a tight three-way race in 
Edmonton Norwood. 

Beniuk had been elected as a Lib- 
eral in Norwood in 1993, but was 
later dismissed from the caucus after 
Grant Mitchell became leader. After 
a year as an independent, he joined 
the Progressive Conservatives. 

The presence of two Brodas (they 
are not related to each other) run- 
ning in neighbouring constituencies 
created a lot of confusion for CBC 
Alberta, which had Thor winning in 
Redwater and Dave trailing in Castle 
Downs throughout most of the night, 


Zvyahilsky returns 


until several telephone calls from 
viewers finally set them straight. 

Premier Ralph Klein’s Progres- 
sive Conservatives increased their 
majority winning 63 seats to Liber- 
als’ 18 and two for the New Demo- 
crats, but fell short of the Lougheed- 
style sweep that had been predicted 
in the polls. 

In fact the polls were at least 10 
percentage points off in the overall 
popular vote in which the Conser- 
vatives took 51 percent in the ргоу- 
ince, compared with predictions of 
62. 

They were especially off the mark 
in Edmonton where, two weeks 
before the election, the polls placed 
the Conservatives at 43 percent, the 
Liberals at 31 with nine percent un- 
decided. 

On election day the Liberals took 
43 percent of the vote to 35 per cent 
for the Progressive Conservatives 
and 15 of the city’s 19 seats. The 
PC’s and New Democrats, back in 
the legislature after a four-year stint 
in the political wilderness, split the 
other four. 

Zwozdesky said he was “very 
happy to be rewarded with the 
public’s trust for a second term” and 
attributed his success to represent- 
ing his constituents partisan way. 

He said the Liberal surge in 
Edmonton developed over the last 
two weeks of the campaign and 
could have been caused by the polls. 

“People looked at the polls and 
saw the possibility of a large land- 
slide and that was something they 
they wanted to avoid,” he said. 

Zwozdesky said he sees the issues 
that would be of specific concerns 


Ken Kowalski 


AS. 


Julius Yankowsky 
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ai Stelmach 


Gene Zwozdesky 


to the Ukrainian community in the 
province as multiculturalism, fund- 
ing for language education, getting 
the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Vil- 
lage under the full auspices of the 
provincial government and eco- 
nomic and educational cooperation 
between Alberta and Ukraine. 
Dave Broda, who is president of 
the council of the six Ukrainian 
Catholic parishes in the Redwater 
region, said he will be pleased to 
express any concerns that the Ukrai- 
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nian community at large may have. 
Thor Broda, who came closer to 
winning than any of the other 17 
Progressive Conservatives who 
went down to defeat in Edmonton, 
termed his loss a “heartbreaker”. 
“Tt went right down to the wire.” 
He attributed his defeat to a sense 
of complacency among some of his 
supporters who stayed home believ- 
ing he would win, the weather and 
a late surge by the Liberals. Broda 
won the advance polls by a substan- 
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tial margin of around 280 to 180. 
Broda said he is not sure whether 
he will ask for a recount and will 
wait for the official results to be an- 
nounced before making a decision. 
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from Israel 


(OMRI/JF Monitor)—Former Ukrainian acting prime minister and 
current member of the parliament, Yukhym Zvyahilsky, returned to 
his home city of Donetsk after more than two years in Israel, interna- 
tional agencies reported on March 4. 

Zvyahilsky fled to Israel іп 1994, facing accusations of embezzling 
US$25 million through the illegal sale of aviation fuel and foreign 
exchange operations. 

He rejected the allegations, accusing the former prosecutor general 
of political revanchism. 

The Ukrainian parliament restored Zvyahilsky’s parliamentary im- 
munity last month, but the prosecutor’s office said the investigation 
against him is not finished. 

In his first interview upon returning, Zvyahilsky announced his 
reappointment as chairman of the Zasyadko mining company he had 
once headed, and his intention to lobby for coal industry interests in 
parliament. 

He also told a miners’ rally that while he will continue to sit in 
parliament, he will never take an official post in Kyiv. 

Donetsk mayor Volodymyr Rybak predicted that Zvyahilsky’s popu- 
larity in Donbas will propel him to a political comeback with “ben- 
eficial consequences” for the region. 
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Election has mixed results for Ukrainian community 


The March 11 election in Alberta turned out to have mixed 
results for the Ukrainian community in Alberta. 

Several key representatives, such as Ed Stelmach, Julius 
Yankowsky, Mark Hlady, Ken Kowalski and Stan Woloshyn 
were returned for the government side. Added to their num- 
ber is newcomer Dave Broda who can be expected to provide 
effective representation. 

Liberal Gene Zwozdesky, who is a crucial opposition voice 
for the community, had no problems in Edmonton Mill Creek. 

However, these successes are countered with two particu- 
larly sad losses — Thor Broda in Castle Downs and Andrew 
Beniuk in Norwood. Since both candidates have been very 
active within the community and have a very good under- 
standing of those issues which are most important for the com- 
munity, their presence in the government caucus would have 
been most valuable. 

Particularly heartbreaking is Ihor Broda’s loss, since the 
margin was only 88 votes. Less than a one percent shift could 
have had him elected as the third Conservative from Edmonton 
which would have given Ihor a good shot at a cabinet post. 

Beniuk’s loss is equally unfortunate because he was such a 
tireless worker, both on the constituency level and in govern- 
ment — especially where matters affecting the community 
were concerned. 

Overall, the results came as a bit of a surprise. Not the fact 
that Premier Ralph Klein was re-elected with an increased 
majority, but that the opposition retained its Edmonton strong- 
holds and returned such a sizeable contingent when all the 


Serious negotiations 


polls indicated that a Lougheed-style blowout was imminent. 
This must be a bit of a disappointment to Ralph Klein be- 
cause, because what he got was almost an exact replica of the 
two Don Getty victories, except that the position of the Lib- 
erals and the NDs has been reveresed. That the NDs elected 
two MLAs after four years in the wilderness is good because 
they do represent a group which should have at least a token 
voice. Incidentally, new leader Pam Barrett was quite close 
to the Ukraininian community in her previous stint as an MLA, 
promoting such issues as legislative guarantees for bilingual 
education and aid for Chornobyl victims. 

Perhaps the polls had the effect of scaring Edmontonians 
into the opposition ranks with the threat of a monolithic leg- 
islature. But they had many observers, including this news- 
paper, fooled. However, they were off about 10 percent in the 
province as a whole and an astounding 25 percent in 
Edmonton itself. Today we may feel a bit foolish in predict- 
ing that the only suspense would be how close Ralph Klein 
would get to Peter Lougheed’s 1982 record, but then so was 
the rest of the media and, in assessing the chances of the indi- 
vidual candidates in Edmonton, we weren’t all that far off. 
Julius Yankowsky won outright and he should be very pleased 
with that result because Edmonton Beverly Clareview since 
1986 has been more of an opposition stronghold than many 
of the other constituencies in which Conservatives went down 


to defeat. This may be a factor in determining whether he 
gets a cabinet post. Ihor Broda needed less than a one percent 
shift to win the election. Had the trend that was apparent at 
that time been maintained, he would have won with a huge 
majority. However, we stated “no election can be taken for 
granted and Broda, like other candidates, needs a strong turn- 
out from the community on March 11.” Thor himself attributes ° 
his loss to the fact that too many of his supporters did take the 
election for granted and did not turn out in bad weather. 

In the case of Beniuk, we noted that he had his work cut 
out for him since Norwood hasn’t elected a Conservative since 
1979. (That’s longer than any other constituency in Alberta.) 
We thought that his constituency work could carry the day. 
And it almost did. Despite his third place finish, Beniuk was 
only 714 votes and less than eight percent behind the winner 
and did better than many other Edmonton Conservatives. If 
the polls had only been off only halfway off of what they 
were, he would have been an easy winner. 

As for Zwozdesky, we said that if any Liberal was capable 
of surviving “the blue tidal wave that will flood the prov- 
ince”, it was him. We were wrong about the tidal wave, but 
we hit the nail on the head about Zwozdesky. Among all the 
opposition candidates, only Debby Carlson in Edmonton 
Ellerslie had a bigger margin of victory. Had the tidal wave 
ensued and the opposition been reduced to only two, 
Zwozdesky would have been one of them. As for his future 
leadership potential, now the Edmonton Sun is toying with 
that thought. Remember, you read it here first. 


begin on NATO Charter 


By Sonia Winter 

(RFE/RL)—Negotiations get under way in 
earnest this month on separate charters 
between NATO and Russia and NATO and 
Ukraine to frame their future relations with 
the Western military alliance. 

Bilateral talks will take place at practically 
the same time but they will produce very dif- 
ferent charters reflecting the different posi- 
tions and demands of the two countries. 

Ukraine’s ambassador to the United States 
Yuriy Shcherbak says “the negotiations are 
parallel only in time and space.” 

In a recent RFE/RL interview, Shcherbak 
pointed out that unlike Russia, Ukraine is not 
opposed to NATO expansion. 

“We are partners with NATO. We welcome 
expansion,” he said, adding that Ukraine 
wants closer ties with NATO and this will 
shape the charter. 

The current hopes are for a charter signing 
ceremony for both Ukraine and Russia to be 
held at a NATO summit in Madrid in July. 
Discussions throughout the month in Wash- 
ington, Brussels, Moscow, Kyiv and Helsinki 
will likely decide whether that date can be 
kept. 

Shcherbak said the charters might be signed 
on the same day but the process is separate 
for each country. 

The Ukrainian process advanced when For- 
eign Minister Hennadiy Udovenko came to 
Washington and will continue in Brussels on 
March 15 when Udovenko has been invited 
to meet with Solana. 

Shcherbak said a Ukrainian draft proposal 
on the charter was sent to NATO members 
several months ago and most have now re- 
viewed it. It’s main elements are security guar- 
antees for Ukraine and establishing a NATO 
non-military presence in Ukraine. 

Shcherbak left open the question of a 
NATO-Ukrainian permanent consultative 
council, similar to a proposed NATO-Russian 
council. . 

He said it is a possibility but that his gov- 
ernment is mainly interested in having a per- 
manent NATO representation in Ukraine. 
“Our desire is to have a NATO information 
centre in Ukraine,” he said. 

Shcherbak said Ukraine’s constitution does 
not permit the presence of foreign troops but 
that NATO observers would be welcome at 
the information centre. 

He emphasized that the most important 
thing for Ukraine in a NATO charter would 
be a security guarantee of its sovereignty, ter- 
ritorial integrity and inviolability of its bor- 
ders. 

Shcherbak said Ukraine does not want to 
join NATO now or in the next few years. 
Strong security guarantees would bridge this 
five or ten-year period, he said. 


Over the last three years there have been 
conflicting and ambivalent statements from 
Kyiv, as well as some reversals and counter- 
reversals of position on joining NATO. 

“We cannot now join NATO. Ukraine has 
non-block (non-aligned) status. But we can 
change this status maybe in ten years, who 
knows. But today Ukraine does not want to 
join NATO,” said Shcherbak. 

He said it is important for his government 
that a cooperation charter with NATO recog- 
nize “Ukraine’s geostrategic role as being cru- 
cial to the security architecture of Europe.” 
Shcherbak said this understanding by NATO 
countries is very important for Kyiv and one 
of the negotiating points on the charter. 

That is very different from the provisions 
and guarantees that Russia is talking about. 
While the Ukrainians are seeking assurances 
on security and a concrete expression of closer 
ties. the Russians want binding commitments 
and limits on NATO. 

They are interested mostly in guarantees 
that when NATO expands, no NATO forces 
will move eastward into the new NATO mem- 
ber states’ territory and thus closer to Russia. 

The Russians want a binding commitment 
that NATO military forces and equipment, 
including radar stations and communication 
networks, will not be deployed beyond present 
locations. 

NATO officials are reluctant to make that 
kind of a commitment into the future. They 
say that NATO is adapting to new political 
realities and becoming a political organiza- 
tion but it still remains a military alliance. 

“We have to be able to honor military com- 
mitments to new members,” said one official. 

Russia wants a formal treaty that would be 
legally binding. As such, it would also have 
to be ratified by the national legislatures of 
all NATO member states. 

The Western alliance wants a more flexible 
arrangement in the form of a charter setting 
out aims and principles. 

The two sides now have an outline or work- 
ing document of one major element in the 
proposed charter — a NATO-Russia council 
that would provide a permanent forum for 
consultations on security issues. 

The council would have a secretariat at 
NATO headquarters in Brussels with a Rus- 
sian delegation headed by an ambassador ac- 
credited to NATO. 

Critics of the idea say this would give Rus- 
sia undue influence on NATO decisions. But 
NATO officials say the council would only 
give Russia an opportunity to be heard on 
NATO activities —a voice but no veto power. 

Presidents Bill Clinton and Boris Yeltsin 
hope to be able to announce they have reached 
a compromise on NATO at the March 19-20 
U.S.-Russian summit in Helsinki. 


A quiet man: 


Yevhen Kushnarev 


(The Rukh Insider)—One of the most 
powerful men in Ukraine today, Yevhen 
Kushnarev, who serves as Head of Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma’s Administration, is 
marked by a quiet and unassuming style. 

In contrast to the approach of his prede- 
cessor, the by now infamous Dmytro 
Tabachnyk, Kushnarev works quietly be- 
hind the scenes promoting the interests of 
his boss as well as that of his party, the 
National-Democratic Party of Ukraine, 
where he serves in both the Political Coun- 
cil and the Executive Committee. Two re- 
cent initiatives by the Presidential Admin- 
istration are a case in point. One is a pro- 
posed Advisory Council of political parties 
attached to the Administration and includ- 
ing all who “have not condemned the 
President’s policies,” while the other is a 
political block of parties directed at coor- 
dinating candidates in the general elections 
planned for March, 1998. Both initiatives 
received a setback when, on Feb. 18 the 
Central Leadership of Rukh decided not to 
join in either initiative. 

Appointed head of the President’s Ad- 
ministration on Dec. 24, Kushnarev has 
risen meteorically in his 45 years. Starting 
out as a mechanic and engineer at a steel 
factory, by 1981 he was a well-established 
communist party functionary, occupying, in 
turn, the posts of Organization Department 
Instructor, Deputy Director of the Agitation 
and Propaganda Department and Director 
of the Political Education Department of the 
Ordzhonikidze Raion (county) Committee 
of the Communist Party. By 1987 
Kushnarev was Director of the Organiza- 
tion Department of the communist party’s 
Kharkiv City Committee. In April, 1990, 
he was elected Chairman of the Kharkiv 
City Council (a structure parallel, but also 
subordinate, to the communist party’s City 
Committee). He was re-elected to this post 
in 1994. 

As an experienced party organizer, 
Kushnarev’s abiding interest in political or- 
ganizing led him to be elected Chairman of 
the largely defunct political coalition “New 
Ukraine” in July, 1995 at its Fourth Con- 
gress. At the same time he pursued a top 
position in the newly formed, left of center 
National Democratic Party of Ukraine, and 
was appointed a member of its Political 
Council in February, 1996. 

As mayor of Kharkiv, Kushnarev, an eth- 
nic Russian, has been criticized by local na- 
tional-democratic organizations for his lan- 
guage policies. At Kushnarev’s initiative, 
the Kharkiv City Council has authorized 
funds to assist the rebroadcasting of Rus- 
sian TV and radio in the Kharkiv area. Un- 


der Kushnarev not only was the Kharkiv 
city government-owned paper “Vechirny 
Kharkiv” switched from the Ukrainian to 
the Russian languages, but two new, exclu- 
sively Russian language, government- 
owned city papers “Sloboda” and 
“Horodskaya Hazeta” were founded. Most 
significantly, on Oc. 23, 1996, under his 
chairmanship the Kharkiv City Council 
voted to “develop” Article 10 of the newly 
adopted Constitution regarding the right of 
local populations to introduce official lan- 
guages in addition to Ukrainian. Accord- 
ingly, on Dec. 25, the Council voted to ac- 
cord the Russian language the status of “of- 
ficial language” in the city of Kharkiv. 

Kushnarey is reputed to have a good рег- 
sonal relationship with Moscow’s mayor 
Yuriy Luzhkov, whose recent provocative 
statements regarding Sevastopol and Krym 
(the Crimea) have drawn much criticism in 
Ukraine and abroad. Currently, Kushnarev 
remains mayor of Kharkiv “on a voluntary 
basis.” This result was demanded by a ma- 
jority of the deputies of the City Council, 
demonstrating the tight control which 
Kushnarev has over the city. In fact, how- 
ever, the functions of mayor are fulfilled 
almost entirely by his deputy, Mykhaylo 
Pylypchuk, also a former communist 
apparatchik, who today is not aligned with 
any political party. 

Kushnarev’s use of Kharkiv as a power 
base is revealed in a number of articles in 
the local press detailing alleged financial 
manipulations. A financial report on the 
city’s finances delivered in December, 1996 
concluded that 160 million hryvnia (C$117 
million) were illegally allocated from the 
city budget toward debt recovery by local 
commercial banks, loans to private com- 
panies without interest being charged and 
direct subsidies to semi-state enterprises. 
Serhiy Yermakoy, a local reporter, has been 
taken to court by Kushnarev for accusing 
the mayor of having a personal stake in the 
allotment of Kharkiv’s central marketplace 
to the ““Avek” firm. The Kharkiv City Coun- 
cil has made a habit of purchasing electric- 
ity not from government power suppliers, 
but only through the intermediary of a pri- 
vate firm, “Stayak,” though no direct links 
between Kushnarev of any of the Council 
members has been established. Such lar- 
gesse to benefit a private firm, however, is 
very unlikely not to be connected to 
Kushnarev’s personal interests. A large 
number of allegations against Kushnarev 
concern his activities in the city of Cincin- 
nati, which is Kharkiv’s sister-city in the 
U.S. Kushnarev is rumored to own a 
“dacha” in Cincinnati, in addition to hav- 
ing provided real estate to his relatives there 
as well. 
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Udovenko meets with 
Albright in Washington 


(Ukrinform/UkrNews)—U:S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright says NATO and Ukraine expect to 
sign a document detailing their security relationship 
during an alliance summit in July. 

Albright told reporters before a meeting with Ukrai- 
nian Foreign Minister Hennadiy Udovenko, March 7, 
that “we are making important progress in building the 
NATO-Ukraine relationship, and I believe it will be 
done by the NATO summit in July.” 

Udovenko had a brief working meeting with Albright 
upon arriving in Washington from Winnipeg, follow- 
ing a three-day visit to Canada. 

Among the items on their agenda were arrangements 
for convening the maiden session of the mixed US- 
Ukrainian Intergovernmental Committee. 

Udovenko called this committee a unique tool in 
implementing and developing US-Ukrainian relations. 

Albright stressed that an independent, prosperous 
and democratic Ukraine will be a key element in a new 
European order. 


(JF Monitor/OMRI)—An inconspicuous but im- 
portant and previously unseen nuance has appeared 
in Kyiv’s statements on the enlargement of NATO. 

Foreign Minister Hennadiy Udovenko and the head 
of the foreign policy department of President Leonid 
Kuchma’s administration, Volodymyr Ohryzko, urged 
in separate statements on March 11 and 12 that 
“NATO’s door must remain open to all countries in- 
terested in joining the alliance in the future.” 

These statements coincide with British foreign sec- 
retary Malcolm Rifkind’s address describing Ukraine 
as the key to European geopolitics and urging the 
eventual enlargement of NATO all the way “to 
Ukraine’s eastern border.” 

Rifkind delivered his address in the U.S. while 
Udovenko was visiting there for talks with Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright on what she termed “for- 


Ukraine moves another 
step closer to NATO 


She also underscored the role of the Kuchma-Gore 
Committee in promoting Ukraine’s economic reforms 
and democracy. 

The two parties agreed on sending a U.S. delegation 
to Ukraine in March to discuss a broad range of issues 
involving the U.S.-Ukraine strategic partnership. 

An agreement was also reached on holding regular 
meetings between top-placed officers of the Ukrainian 
Foreign Ministry and the US Department of State. 

Udovenko’s official meetings and talks in Washing- 
ton were attended by Ukrainian Ambassador to the 
USA Yuriy Shcherbak and Ukraine’s UN Permanent 
Representative Anatoliy Zlenko. 

March 8 Udovenko was in New York where he was 
made an honorary member of Bridgeport University’s 
Center for International and Regional Studies and met 
with UN Secretary-General Annan at the UN Head- 
quarters to discuss problems of the UN’s reorganiza- 
tion. Annan voiced his appreciation of Ukraine’s ac- 
tive involvement in UN peacekeeping efforts. 


malizing NATO-Ukraine relations.” 

He said the move would give the alliance the op- 
portunity to prevent the development of ethnic con- 
flicts. This is the first time a high-ranking official 
from a NATO member country has raised the possi- 
bility of Ukraine’s inclusion into the alliance. 

A Ukrainian Foreign Ministry spokesman on 
March 12 redefined Kyiv’s priorities in the negotia- 
tions on a “special partnership agreement” with 
NATO. 

The negotiations are to begin at NATO headquar- 
ters next week, and those priorities are now said to 
include: “a mechanism for Ukraine to appeal to the 
alliance in case of necessity;” permanent institution- 
alization of links between Ukrainian government 
agencies and NATO; and written guarantees that 
Ukraine will not become a “gray zone.” 


Romanian ministry slams 
opposition to Ukraine treaty 


(OMRI)—A press release from the Romanian For- 
eign Ministry vowed on March 6 to pursue efforts to 
sign a basic treaty with Ukraine, which is regarded as 
boosting Romania’s chances of admission to NATO, 
Reuters reported on the same day. 

The ministry warned against “recent agitation” 
against the pending treaty, saying it was “fueled by 
circles alien to Romania’s interests, which want the 
country to stay out of European and Euro-Atlantic struc- 
tures,” and called the drive “unpatriotic.” 

On March 6, the media reported that hundreds of leaf- 
lets denouncing the intention to agree to a loss of terri- 
tories incorporated into the Soviet Union had been dis- 
tributed overnight in Timisoara. 

There had been earlier reports of such leaflets in 


Bucharest, Suceava, and Turnu Severin. 

The leaflets also attacked the government’s decision 
to allow foreign investors to buy land in Romania and 
called for military rule of the country. 

A spokesman for the Bucharest police said the views 
expressed in the leaflets “are reminiscent of the position 
of some political parties,” the daily Cotidianul reports. 

The extremist Greater Romania Party has often called 
for military rule in the past, and opposes any conces- 
sions to Ukraine. 

The latter position is shared by the Party of Roma- 
nian National Unity and several semi-political organi- 
zations. 

Police launched an investigation to trace the authors 
of the leaflets. 


Romania denies Ukraine’s 
allegations over treaty talks 


(OMRI)—Romanian Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Gilda Lazar 
on 12 March denied that Romanian 
ambassador to Ukraine Ion 
Bistreanu said at a press conference 
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that Bucharest is no longer abiding 
by the reported compromise reached 
with Kyiv in talks over the bilateral 
treaty, Radio Bucharest reported. 
ITAR-TASS had reported on the 
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alleged press conference, and Ukrai- 
nian Foreign Minister Hennadiy 
Udovenko had deplored the new 
Romanian position in an interview 
with the agency, Romanian media 
reported on March 13. 

Lazar said Bistreanu has not held 
a press conference for the last ten 
days. She added that the Romanian 
side was waiting for a Ukrainian re- 
sponse to its latest proposals. 

Foreign Minister Adrian Severin 
was “ready to travel anywhere and 
at any time” in order to help clarify 
outstanding issues, she added. 
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Ukraine denies selling nerve gas 

(OMRI)—Hong Kong and Taiwanese newspapers accused Ukraine 
of selling 500 tons of sarin nerve gas to China, ITAR-TASS reported 
on March 3. An unnamed Ukrainian official at the Ukrainian em- 
bassy in Beijing denied the reports, calling them “groundless conjec- 
tures.” Other papers and observers also regarded the charges with 
skepticism, noting that China itself had been a victim of chemical 
warfare and has always come out against chemical weapons. 


NATO warships to visit Odesa 


(Ukrinform)—Seven NATO warships permanently stationed in the 
Mediterranean Sea will pay an unofficial visit to Odesa, March 21- 
24, reported the press centre of the Ukrainian Navy, March 11. The 
vessels will include frigates belonging to the Greek, German, Italian, 
Dutch, Turkish, and the U.S. navies and a British destroyer. The fleet 
will be commanded by Greek Commander Konstantinos Nikitiadis. 
The vessels will be officially received by the Ukrainian Navy’s flag- 
ship, Hetman Sahaydachny, which will sail to from Sevastopol to 
Odesa. 


Strategic deterrent to be created 


(Infobank)—Ukraine’s 43rd Missile Army is to become a base for a 
strategic deterrent missile unit. Its creation was discussed during a 
meeting of 43rd Army Commander Col.General Volodymyr Mikhtyuk 
and presidential General Inspection group head Army General Valeriy 
Hubenko. The headquarters of the 43rd Army HQ is located in 
Vinnitsya. It was armed with strategic missiles equipped with nuclear 
warheads. Under an international agreement, all missiles have been 
withdrawn to Russia. 


Communist strike call condemned 


(Ukrinform)—The Central Council of the National Trade Union Con- 
federation has condemned a communist-organized general strike called 
for March 18. In a statement issues March 5, the council called the 
principal organizers, the Union of Ukrainian Communists, the Asso- 
ciation of Soviet Army Officers, and the All-Ukrainian Workers Union 
as destructive forces. It said organizers are trying to capitalize on the 
nation’s dire straits and stage a communist comeback through violent 
and unconstitutional actions. 


Teachers plan protest 


(Ukrinform)—An extended presidium meeting of the All-Ukrainian 
Association for Workers’ Solidarity and the Trade-Union of Ukrai- 
nian Educationalists adopted a resolution to stage a massive protest 
action on March 16 and 17 and thus once again alert Ukrainian au- 
thorities to the problem of back wages. 


Tougher tax controls urged 


(Ukrinform)—The Cabinet of Ministers has adopted a resolution 
which instructs regional administrations to set up interim committees 
composed of officers under the Finance Ministry, Ministry of Eco- 
nomics and the State Taxation Administration in charge of control 
over tax collection. Similar committees to be formed along ministe- 
rial and departmental lines will be in charge of control over payments 
and deductions to budgets of all levels. 


Moldova cuts Ukrainian TV 


(OMRI)—Moldova’s Communications and Information Ministry 
announced on March 6 that the airing of Ukraine’s first channel tele- 
vision programs will be stopped on March 10 because the channel 
tefuses to pay its debts to Moldovan television for the period July 
1996-March 1997. Since February 1996, the channel has aired six 
hours daily. It covers over 80% of Moldova. 


Books given to Pope 


(Ukrinform)—Pope John-Paul II has received two books published 
in Kyiv as a gift from Ukraine. One of these was written by Oles 
Berdnyk and is entitled “I Tell You”. The other one, written by Olga 
Asaulyak, is The Books of Fire. The pope expressed his thanks in 
Ukrainian. 


Law enforcers share expertise 


(Ukrinform)—An international conference was held in Uzhhorod on 
coordinated efforts to fight smuggling, illegal migration and other 
transborder crimes. The conference was jointly sponsored by the 
Ukrainian Prosecutor-General’s Office, the US Justice Department’s 
Criminal Division and the US Embassy in Kyiv and was attended by 
Ukrainian and American law enforcement officers, who exchanged 
opinions and shared professional expertise involving efficient ways 
to combat crime. 
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BSF dominates Sevastopol’s future 


By Floriana Fossato and Vladimir Todres 

(RFE/RL)—Checking-in at one of the main hotels 
in the Crimean port-city of Sevastopol, home of the 
disputed Black Sea Fleet, is an amazing affair these 
days. Together with the room-key, the client receives a 
plastic bucket. 

A not-so-friendly clerk then explains the bucket is 
“for clean water,” since often there is no water what- 
soever in Sevastopol, which is located on the Ukrai- 
nian Black Sea coast. He goes on to say that hot water 
should be available on Wednesdays and Saturdays, but 
in fact this happens “only in theory.” 

Almost the same happens with electricity, gas and 
heating. 

Travelling around town, the main item one notices 
advertised on Sevastopols’s walls is a water-heater. The 
ads read “if you do have cold water in your house, 
with our water-heaters you will soon enjoy hot water 
too.” 

Actually, there aren’t many other items to be adver- 
tised. The majority of Sevastopol’s factories have no 
work, since they are military factories. Those workers 
who recently received their salaries for last November 
are considered lucky. They are mainly Fleet officers. 
Local traders say they cannot afford to travel to buy 
goods to Turkey or Poland anymore. It’s too expen- 
sive and anyway, as they say, there is too little money 
around. : 

The status of Sevastopol, historically a military town 
with a military economy, is in a vacuum due to the 
dispute between Russia and Ukraine on the division of 
the Black Sea fleet. 

Crimean Supreme Soviet deputy Aleksandr 
Morozov, an activist of Sevastopol’s Russian commu- 
nity, says it is clear the only future for the city is to 
remain Russia’s main military base on the Northern 
littoral of the Black Sea. But, Yury Ilin, a physicist who 
was one the founders of the pro-Ukrainian “Congress 
of people of Sevastopol” says only Kyiv can assure 
Sevastopol’s transition to a town with a civilian 
economy. 

The idea of a free economic zone for Sevastopol 
started with former Mayor Ivan Yermakov, who was 
later dismissed by the then Ukrainian President Le- 
onid Kravchuk. Yermakov says the presence of the 
military base in the heart of the city has prevented au- 
thorities from creating conditions for the transition to 
a peaceful economy. Some 25 kilometres of the 40 
kilometre harbor mooring lines belong to the Navy. 
He says nobody would allow commercial vessels to 
anchor nearby. And, according to Yermakov, no for- 
eign investors would be allowed to produce civilian 
goods in military factories. Such a situation can only 
lead to further economic stagnation for this city of 
400,000 people. But the existence of many of them is 
directly linked to the Black Sea fleet. 

Yermakov says he knows that both Russia and 
Ukraine will not agree to liquidate the military base, 
despite the fact that neither country has the financial 
possibility to fund its existence. 

Russian and Ukrainian Navy officers agree that the 
city can be only a military base. But while Ukrainian 
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officers say they support the creation of a free economic 
zone in the town’s vicinity, Russian officers are sure 
such ideas are only an excuse to get rid of the Russian 
fleet in Sevastopol. 

Talks on the division of the fleet have continued for 
the last five years, but without result. Recent statements 
by Moscow Mayor Yury Luzhkov, who last month ° 
brought to Sevastopol a delegation of Russian parlia- 
mentarians and said Sevastopol is a Russian city, are 
unlikely to ease things. However, Russian Foreign Min- 
ister Evgeny Primakov says that Russia should not make 
territorial claims against Ukraine. Primakov said Rus- 
sia suggests a long term lease of Sevastopol as the base 
of the Russian Black Sea Fleet. 

Relations between Russia and Ukraine have been 
strained by the question of Crimea, populated by a 
majority of Russians, but given to Ukraine during the 
Soviet era. In 1991, 57 percent of the population voted 
in favor of Ukraine’s independence. But in June 1993 
some 100,000 people demonstrated in favor of Crimea’s 
re-union with Russia. And one year later some 89 per- 
cent supported the preservation of Sevastopol as the 
main base of the Russian Black Sea fleet. 

The leader of the city’s Russian community, Raisa 
Telyatnikova, says at last year’s Russian presidential 
election, Sevastopol’s Russians supported President 
Boris Yeltsin. She explains that Yeltsin’s main rival, 
Communist leader Gennadiy Zyuganovy, was not 
favoured in Crimea because his speeches centered on 
the restoration of the USSR. 

“We know this is an utopian idea,” says Telyatnikova 
“but a Russian Sevastopol is still a possibility.” 

In Sevastopol people say they understand with diffi- 
culty what happened after the breakup of the USSR. 
The majority did not change the old Soviet passports 
into Ukrainian ones, and they feel uncertain whether 
they are Russian or Ukrainian by nationality. And the 
commander of a Russian military vessel said he cast 
his ballot at both Ukrainian and Russian presidential 
elections. He said he voted for both Leonid Kuchma 
and Yeltsin, “because they have a clearer idea of whom 
we belong to.” 

Among the Russian politicians, the most popular one 
in Sevastopol these days is certainly Luzhkov. Irina, 
the wife of a Russian Navy officer, says she did not 
participate in any vote recently, but that she would have 
voted for Luzhkov. Before being assigned a flat in one 
of the houses built with Moscow’s money, the family 
lived for seven years in a room located inside the city 
stadium. 

Since 1995, 398 “Moscow flats” have been built and 
assigned. Luzhkov has promised another 128 flats by 
July this year. A board on each new house explains it 
was donated “to the Black Sea fleet from the Moscow 
city government.” Moscow citizens are curiously not 
mentioned. The flats, built by the military, are assigned 
only to the families of Black Sea Feet personnel. 

Recently Kyiv’s mayor Leonid Kosakivsky joined 
the race. 52 flats were assigned to families of Ukrai- 
nian Fleet officers. But the Kyiv city government seem- 
ingly for the moment cannot afford more. “What about 
us then?” ask Sevastopol’s other frustrated citizens. 


Passions run high in Crimean Soviet 


(Ukrinform)—The Crimean Supreme Soviet’s 
March 12 morning plenary session opened some 30 
minutes behind the schedule, as the parliamentary op- 
position refused to get registered. 

With opposition deputies blocking the rostrum, nei- 
ther acting Crimean premier Anatoliy Yefimenko, nor 
MP Yuriy Karmazin, chairman of the Verkhovna Rada 
Ad Hoc Committee for studying the legal-politicai situ- 
ation in Crimea, had any chance to take the floor. 

Following deputy Anatoliy Burdyukoy’s motion the 
Supreme Soviet voted for taking legal-administrative 
steps against deputies Sergei Tsekov, Yuriy Podkopaev, 
Volodymyr Zaskoka, Boris Kizilov and Vladimir 
Klychnikov whose hooliganism disrupted and disor- 
ganized the plenary session. 


The Crimean parliamentarians also adopted a reso- 
lution on organizational matters blaming certain depu- 
ties for their destructive actions. 


Kuzmuk denies Russian charges 


(OMRI)—Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksandr 
Kuzmuk denied allegations by Russian Duma Deputy 
Sergei Baburin that the upcoming NATO naval exer- 
cises in Ukraine are to include training for fighting 
against separatists, Ukrainian radio reported on March 
3. Baburin’s claims implied that the maneuvers were 
directed against separatism in Crimea. Kuzmuk said 
the objective of the training was to offer humanitarian 
aid to a fictitious “Orange republic” which had just suf- 
fered an earthquake. 


Ukrainian Ba lia Sun March 12-25, 1997, 12-25-го Березня, 1997 9 


Textile union blasts government 


(Ukrinform)—A plenary session of the Central Committee of Ukraine’s 
Trade-Union of light and textile industry workers said there has been a 79 
percent drop in the industries’ production output in 1997 versus 1990. 
The number of money-losing factories within these industries was placed 
at 160. The workforce has been halved within that period, its wages are 
among the lowest in Ukraine and unemployment rate has reached 80 per- 
cent, it said. The attendants accused the government of paying lip service 
to protection for domestic producers, while doing virtually nothing about it. 
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The new SUSK executive 


SUSKFEST ’97: The tradition continues 


By Tanya Haluk, 
SUSK External Director - Ukrainian Organizations 

As always, February blows into Canada like a refrig- 
erated freight train and, for some reason, members of 
Ukrainian Student Organizations (USO’s) gather in one 
mystical location to plot the course of involvement of 
university students interested in Ukrainian issues. 

This single weekend brings answers to questions such 
as: What has the been achieved in the past year? What 
will this year’s resolutions be? Who will be the next 
leaders? 

This year, from February 21-23, 1997 the Mecca for 
USO delegates on Reading Break was Calgary, Alberta. 
What brought these delegates to the former site of the 
1988 Winter Olympics? No, it wasn’t the beautiful 
Rockies shining in the background and it was not the 
lure of snakeskin cowboy boots, either. What brought 
55 of the finest USO delegates from British Columbia 
to Quebec was the 44th annual tradition of SUSK Na- 
tional Congress .. SUSKFEST 1997. 

To the uninitiated, “SUSK” may sound like the battle- 
cry of the kozaks, but in fact, SUSK is the Ukrainian 
Canadian Students’ Union. An independent student or- 
ganization, which encompasses USO’s based on the 
campuses of Canadian universities. Run by a national 
executive, SUSK holds annual Eastern and Western 
Conferences in order to deal with issues being faced on 
different sides of the country, in addition to a national 
Congress to unify the Ukrainian university student 
movement in Canada. 

This Congress was the first one hosted by Calgary in 
recent memory and the organizing committee outdid 
themselves to give visitors from the rest of Canada a 
weekend to remember. The opening ceremonies held 
on Friday night included a reception, welcoming ad- 
dresses and a video highlighting the recent activities of 
Calgary’s Ukrainian community. The record number of 
delegates mingled and schmoozed as students from East 
and West met to discuss the latest in hot topics. 

Saturday morning then followed Friday night and the 
real essence of SUSKFEST came into being. During 
outgoing executive reports, the past year’s accomplish- 
ments of the SUSK executive came into the light. 


Summaries of projects such as: 

» Chornobyl Commemorative Blood Drive 

¢ Compilation of the SUSK Alumni Database 

» The National Student Membership Program 

» Regional Conferences 

» Active Communication with other Ukrainian Or- 
ganizations 

« The State of the Ever-Expanding SUSK Union were 
read and evaluated prior to the absolution of the 1996- 
97 SUSK executive. 

The SUSK business was then followed by thought 
provoking sessions: 

» Addressing redress and defamation, mediated by 
Borys Sydoruk, (UCCLA Calgary) 

» Volunteerism and membership recruitment, pre- 
sented by Kent Rupert, (Alberta Community Devel- 
opment) 

¢ Combining Ukrainian culture into social events, 
presented by Lesia Savedchuk, (Calgary) 

e The function of USO’s, presented by Vlodko 
Boychuk (Edmonton) and Pavlo Grod (Windsor) both 
past presidents of SUSK. 

The evening banquet held Saturday night saw all 
delegates in formal attire chewing on excellent cuisine 
and also the keynote speech by Sen. Ron Ghitter. 

A new executive was elected at the Congress. They 
are: President, Gena Slawuta (University of Alberta); 
Secretary, Debbie Chudyk (U of A); Treasurer, Michael 
Anisimovicz (Calgary); V.P. Internal, Bohdan Horich 
(Toronto); V.P. External (Ukrainian Organizations), 
Tanya Haluk (Lethbridge); V.P. External (Non-Ukrai- 
nian Organizations), Ron Bayda (U of A); V.P. Moun- 
tain (B.C., AB), Michael IInyckyj (Calgary); V.P. Prai- 
rie (SK, MN), Tim Monastyrski (Winnipeg); V.P. Great 
Lakes (Windsor, Brock, Waterloo, McMaster), Lubko 
Belej/Taras Zayac (St. Catherines); V.P. Metro Toronto 
(Toronto, York, Ryerson), Jarko Stecko (Toronto); У.Р. 
Laurentian (Ottawa, Montreal, Kingston), Leanne 
Salnick (Montreal); Director of Publications and Com- 
munications, Pavlo Oleskevych (Toronto); Director of 
Special Projects, Taras Hetmanczuk (Toronto); Alumni 
and Archives Director, Lisa McDonald (Edmonton); 
Immediate Past President, Volodymyr Boychuk. 


Leftists delay security bill 


(Ukrinform)—The Verkhovna Rada on March 5 sent 
a bill on the National Security & Defense Council of 
Ukraine, which had been termed an urgent legislative 
act by President Leonid Kuchma, back to the commit- 
tee level for amendment. 

The Ukrainian parliament’s left wing was instrumen- 
tal in returning the bill. 
. According to NSDC Secretary Volodymyr Horbulin, 
who presented the bill to the parliament, NSDC, cur- 
tently proceeding on its interim regulations, is designed 


Lazarenko on wage arrears 


(OMRI)—Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko told the 
parliament on March 11 that Ukraine owes 1.36 billion 
hryvnias (C$971 million) in wage arrears and 1.2 bil- 
lion (more than $700 million) in unpaid pensions, ITAR- 
TASS reported. He said the debts have accrued because 
budget revenues were smaller than predicted, because 
unforeseen wage increases were being financed from 
the budget, and because local budgets were higher than 
envisaged. He also noted that many ministries have high 
expenditures. Lazarenko said he hoped that 35% of all 
wage arrears would be paid by May and all pensions 
dating from December 1996 by the end of this month. 


to counter actions which pose major treats to Ukraine’s 
state security and national interests. 

The bill specifies NSDC’s mission, tasks and objec- 
tives and outlines its competence. 

The Council’s scope of authority embraces national 
security in state, economic, foreign political, defense/ 
military, technical/military, information, environmen- 
tal and other areas. 

The Council, which is headed by the President, is 
also entitled to consider and agree draft national 
projects, doctrines, laws of Ukraine, planning and con- 
trol over major political, economic, social, military 
steps. 

The NSDC is also supposed to formulate options and 
proposals involving such major issues as declaring a 
war, imposing a curfew or martial law and the state of 
emergency. 

NSDC’s decisions to this effect are to be enacted via 
the President’s decrees. 

These and other provisions are viewed and inter- 
preted by the Communists as an attempt to vest the 
Council, basically a consultative body, with the author- 
ity of decision-making, which decisions would be bind- 
ing for the President himself. 
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Хор «Світанок» 


Зберігається в пісні народна душа 


Лариса Безгласна 
кандидат педагогічних наук, учасниця хору 
«Світанок», новоприбула до Канади 

Канада - країна емігрантів. Скільки різноманіт- 
них книжок можна про них написати: драматичних 
та оптимістичних, жартівливих та сумних... Але 
перша сторінка про перебування у Канаді, певно, 
буде про однакові емоції прибулих. Це - спо- 
дівання і тревоги: «Що чекає? Яку долю дає 
Господь?» Одне з головних питань стосується 
майбутнього дітей: «Чи не забудуть своє коріння? 
Чи вдасться, сприймаючи традиції цієї щедрої 
держави, зберегти український національний 
характер, народну душу? Чи не будуть вони 
чужими й самотніми на канадській землі?» 

Але Бог надсилає людям вдачу через зустрічі. 
Завдяки щасливій нагоді знайомства з прекрас- 
ними людьми - членами Української суспільної 
опіки Ванкувера, що при церкві «Покрови Святої 
Богородиці» (парох - Павло Хомницький) та 
учасниками хору «Світанок», у багатьох емігран- 
тів з'являється тверда впевненість, що все буде 
гаразд. Своєчасно й тактовно здійснюють мате- 
ріяльну допомогу голова Суспільної опіки Їван 
Тимчук, Анна Андріашін, Анна Брандак, Вален- 
тина Касприк, Анна Ктівка та Адам Козак, ба- 
гато інших. Але більш важливою є психологічна 
підтримка особистості. Неначе живе повітр'я з 
далекої вітчизни відчуваємо ми, коли приходимо 
на вечори, що організовує українське товариство 
«Просвіта» ім. Івана Франка та «Світанок». Бо 
для людини дуже важливо, щоб її розуміли: й 
не тільки слово, а в першу чергу - душу! За- 
тишно та тепло на серці, коли є можливість 
спілкуватися із зрозумілим тобі народом, дотри- 
муватися однакових з ним традицій, зберігати 
спільні святині: віру, рідну мову, родовід та 
народознавство. 

Найбільшою мірою народна духовність збері- 
гається у пісні. Можливо, засновниця й керівник 
хору «Світанок» - Анна Квітка Козак, навіть 
не уявляє повною мірою, яке сер'йозне значення 
він має для розвитку української культури 
Ванкуверщини. Гуманістична філософія, досвід 
та емоції українців тисячоліттями знаходили своє 
відображення у піснях, казках, думах, прислів'ях. 


(Укрінформ) -У рамках програми побратим- 
ських зв'язків між Черкаською областю та 
штатом Айова, в США перебуває українська 
мистецька делегація. 

4 березня в Чікаго в рамках відзначення 
Шевченківських днів пройшов організований 
Генеральним консульством України та Україн- 
ським інститутом модерного мистецтва творчий 
вечір українських митців, в якому взяли участь 
представники консульського корпусу, міської 
адміністрації та української діяспори. 

Гостей привітали Генеральний консул України 
в Чікаго В. Кирик та начальник управління 
культури Черкаської облдержадміністрації В. 
Собченко. 


Чікаго вітає мистців з України 


Мудрі заповіди народної педагогіки, що по 
краплині сформували український народний ідеал 
- виховну ідею, найбільшою мірою сконцен- 
тровані у пісенній творчості. Українська народна 
пісня реклямує багатонаціональній Канаді потяг 
української людини до таких загальнолюдських 
цінностей як Бог, любов, милосердя, воля, правда, 
мужність, працьовитість. Учасники хору - 
безумовно щасливі люди. Бо весь час цілюще 
джерело народної мудрості, ніжності, гумору або 
волі сповнює серце через фольклорну пісню 
силою, спокоєм, вірою у все найкраще. Ентузіязму 
Квітки Козак можна дивуватися. Сьомий рік 
«Світанок» організує фестивалі українських коляд, 
на які збираються хори та інструментальні 
ансамблі, не лише м. Ванкувера, а й близькі 
«сусіди». Високопрофесійне вокальне виконання 
та загальний сценарій проведення останнього 
фестивалю, що відбувся 15 грудня 1996 р., 
заворожили присутніх своєю урочистістю та 
ліричністю. Концерти хору у турах по Британській 
Колумбії, колядування в українських родинах, 
зміцнюють любов його членів до народної 
творчості. Доброю традицією стала організація, 
Конгресом Українців Канади (голова Юрко 
Брандак), Шевченківських свят, до якого зараз 
йде напружена підготовка. Крім дорослих, до 
свята готуються учні центральної української 
школи (директор Мирослав Петрів), якому 
гостинно дає приміщення греко-католицька церква 
Ванкуверу. Енергійна діяльність суспільних 
об'єднань сприяє вихованню кращих людських 
якостей у молоді. 

Видатний педагог К. Ушинський писав: «Пісня 
- то душа народу», - й стверджував, що коли 
зникає народна мова - народу нема більше. Так 
слава Богові, що у Канаді живе серед інших 
прекрасний український народ та звучить соняшна 
Шевченківська мова. Бо саме завдяки розвитку 
національної культури не відчувають емігранти 
себе самітньо, а мають можливість творчо працю- 
вати, повною мірою реалізувати свої здібності, 
отримавши натхнення у студіях, ансамблях, хорах, 
товариствах. Дякуємо тобі, «Світанок», за те, 
що ти є! 


Тепло зустрінуте публікою тріо «Вербена» 
продемонструвало чудові зразки українського 
музичного мистецтва. 

Українські артисти також відвідають штат 
Айова, де матимуть змогу донести до пересічних 
американців багатство та невичерпність україн- 
ської культури. Це безумовно сприятиме поглиб- 
ленню взаєморозуміння між українським та 
американським народами. 

Делегація також проведе ряд офіційних 
зустрічей в столиці штату Айова, на яких 
будуть обговорені перспективи подальшого 
співробітництва між двома регіонами України 
та США. 
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Tank row said to threaten space program 


By Simon Saradzhyan 

(RFE/RL)—Russian officials say they’re not impressed by 
a reported Ukrainian threat to hinder Moscow’s space pro- 
gram unless Russia stops blocking a huge Ukrainian arms 
deal with Pakistan. 

The row over the lucrative order for a total 320 T-80 tanks 
has taken a lively turn, with words like “ultimatum,” “black- 
mail” and “hysterical” being thrown about in the Russian 
press. 

More important than a war of words are the potentially se- 
rious implications for Russia’s space program, which is al- 
ready suffering acute financing problems, as well as for 
Moscow’s long-standing ties with India — a major customer 
for Russian arms. 

The row centers on Russia’s refusal to supply Ukraine with 
more parts for T-80UD tanks to allow that country to carry 
through a US$650 million deal with Pakistan. Russia sup- 
plies unique 125mm cannons for these tanks, plus the en- 
gines, heat visors and other key parts, without which Kyiv 
can hardly fulfil the order. 

Russian press reports say that the main Ukrainian arms 
dealer Ukrspetsexport, which has already received some $70 
million from Pakistan, quietly shipped 15 complete tanks to 
that country before officially announcing the deal. 

-Now, when the deal has been revealed, Ukraine will get no 
more 125-mm cannons or any other T-80 parts no matter what 
pressure it applies, Russia’s chief arms exporter 
Rosvooruzhenye said. 

Rosvooruzhenye spokesman Ivan SkryInik said in a press 
interview that “as a state company we are determined to stand 


Miners threaten 


by and protect our country’s national interests.”” And these 
interests will not be served if hundreds of T-80s arrive in Pa- 
kistan which has very tense relations with India, Moscow’s 
strategic partner and chief importer of Russian-made weap- 
onry. Russia has reassured India that it would derail the tank 
deal by refusing to deliver components. 

Together with China, India has bought an estimated 60 per- 
cent of arms exported by Russia since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 

Last month, Russia’s Foreign Trade Minister Oleg Davydov 
said he will never allow further shipments of T-80 tank spare 
parts to Ukraine. Our correspondent says Russia is annoyed 
that Ukraine and other former Soviet republics have been 
selling surplus equipment from their Soviet-made weaponry 
arsenals, often at dumping prices. This lures clients away from 
Russia, which currently ranks second in the list of world’s 
largest arms exporters. 

Getting back to the threat to the Russian space program, 
the Russian daily “Sevodnya” has reported on what it called 
an “ultimatum” and “blackmail” by Ukrainian authorities. It 
said the secretary of the Ukrainian President’s National Se- 
curity Council, Volodymyr Horbulin, had linked shipments 
of space docking units from Ukraine to continuation of parts 
shipments for the tanks. Sevodnya described this as a "50те- 
what hysterical” threat. 

Horbulin’s senior aide Yevhen Hryschada told RFE/RL that 
he could “neither confirm nor deny” that the Security Coun- 
cil secretary believes Ukraine should link docking systems to 
tank parts. 
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Rumours of 
Lazarenko’s 
removal increase 


By Ustina Markus 

(OMRI)—Rumours that Pavlo Lazarenko’s days are 
numbered have increased as he enters his eighth month 
in office, Ukrainian Radio reported on March 9. 

The rumors, which began as soon as he assumed the 
prime ministership, stem more from his involvement with 
various firms that have profited under his premiership 
than from shortcomings in economic reform. 

Observers say President Leonid Kuchma’s postpone- 
ment of his annual parliamentary address from March 
14 to 21 is intended to give him room to maneuver. 

Other signs that Kuchma is distancing himself from 
the current government are the recent dismissals of the 
finance and agricultural ministers and the president’s 
decision to ask former Donetsk Governor Volodymyr 
Shcherban, rather than Lazarenko, to attend his meeting 
with Gazprom head Rem Vyakhirev. 

Observers also point to Lazarenko’s cutting short his 
vacation by two weeks and his recent public statements 
stressing that he and Kuchma are of one mind over policy. 

Parliamentary speaker Oleksandr Moroz on March 10 
spoke out in defense of Lazarenko, saying there are few 
changes when premiers are replaced. 


New technological advances allow anyone to 


all-out strike 


(OMRI)—Coal miners are on the brink of a mass 
strike, Ukrainian and Russian media reported on March 
51. 

The leaders of the three biggest mining trade unions 
plan to stop work on March 20, protesting wage ar- 
rears, which currently stand at 1.5 billion hryvnias 
(C$1.09 billion). 

Most miners have not been paid for the last seven 
months, some since 1995. 

About 20 pits stand idle daily due to wildcat strikes. 

The situation is exacerbated by the imminent clo- 
sure of 75 to 150 mines, which will lead to mass un- 
employment. 

The head of the Independent Union of Miners, 
Mykhailo Volynets, said 25 pits were closed in 1996. 

Coal Industry Minister Yuriy Rusantsov has offered 
to resign, Ukrainian television reported on March 3. 


Fire breaks out at 
Chornoby] village 


A fire near the Chornobyl nuclear piant destroyed 
39 abandoned homes and sheds in a contaminated vil- 
lage but caused no increase in radiation levels, reported 
the Associated Press citing the Emergency Situations 
Ministry, March 7. 

The cause of the fire in Noviy Sharno, 50 miles west 
of Chornobyl, was not known, ministry spokeswoman 
Tatyana Pomasanova said. 

Workers in the contaminated zone around the power 
plant discovered the fire two days earlier and extin- 
guished it. 

The village was one of many abandoned after the 
1986 nuclear disaster. 

Last April, fires raced through five other deserted 
villages much closer to the plant. Officials reported 
that radiation in certain areas increased four to 10 times 
usual levels. 


Russia says Ukraine 
“double dealing”’ 


.(OMRI)—Russian Deputy Prime Minister Valerii 
Serov, interviewed in Delovye lyudi, no. 74, February 
1997, said the CIS countries were “wasting time and 
effort proving that they can survive as independent 
countries.” He accused Ukraine of “double dealing” 
by pursuing independent policies while 48% of Ukrai- 
nian exports are to Russia. He chastised Kazakhstan 
for selling chrome deposits last year to Japanese com- 
panies, which led to a halt in deliveries to Russia. Serov 
also criticized “certain circles in the (Russian) eco- 
nomics and finance ministries” for seeking “short-term 
benefits” in relations with the CIS — for example, by 
imposing VAT on CIS imports or trying to block sugar 
deliveries from Ukraine. In 1996, Russia’s trade turn- 
over with the CIS countries increased by 17% and 
amounted to $34 billion, about 26% of Russia’s total 
trade. 


‘COMMUNICATE FLUENTLY IN 


UKRAINIAN EVEN IF YOU 


Introducing Pars/U™ - a revolutionary new “automatic 
translation” software package with the ability to take a 
letter, document, legal contract, newspaper article, chart, 
diagram, etc. in Ukrainian and produce an excellent 
quality translation into English or vice versa, from 
English into Ukrainian, taking into account all the struc- 
tural, morphological, syntactic and semantic differences 
existing between Ukrainian and English languages. 


PROFESSIONAL TRANSLATION QUALITY 
YET FAST AND VERY EASY TO USE 


The Natural Language Link™ system used in the develop- 
ment of this program is considered to be the most tech- 
nologically advanced context-sensitive process of con- 
verting text from one entirely structurally different lan- 
guage to another, in way that professional interpreters 
and translators are trained to do. Pars/U™ took the 
process of computer-aided translation to a totally new 
level. All this is done with a speed of 10 000 words per 
minute and the program is incredibly simple to use! 
Already relied upon by hundreds of Ukrainian and 
North American corporations, institutions апа іпаї- 
viduals, government agencies in Ukraine and North 
America and a number of Ukrainian embassies. 


IF NEEDED, “READS” UKRAINIAN TO PRE- 
PARE TEXT FOR THE TRANSLATION STAGE 


Another important aspect of the Computer Translation 
Package is its FineReader program invoked if the user 
needs a translation of a document not available as a 
text file, but only as a “hard copy” (on a sheet of paper). 
The program allows the user to either scan or even 
fax the Ukrainian or English document to have it 
automatically “read” and converted into a usable for- 
mat (for example a text file), ready for the translation 
stage. Fine Reader is used for this task because of its 
distinction of being, by far, the finest in the world Optical 
Character Recognition (OCR) program for Ukrainian, 
English or mixed Ukrainian/English texts. It can make 
sure that when the user scans or faxes a document 
into the computer the program accurately, within sec- 
onds, “reads” and recognizes (even poor quality) 
Ukrainian & English text and transforms it into a file, 
ready for the translation stage. 


YOUR OWN PERSONAL INTERPRETER 
WHO DOESN’T CHARGE BY THE WORD 
AND EVEN “TYPES” FOR YOU IN UKRAINIAN! 


Your new “personal interpreter” Pars/U™ can be eas- 
ily installed in your laptop as well. This makes your 
personal interpreter a portable too. Furthermore, the 
program’s OCR module will also save you hours trying 
to input Ukrainian or English texts into the computer 
by typing them in - all one has to do is literally press 
one button and the text or charts are scanned or 
faxed into the computer and recognized automatically. 
This Ukrainian or English text can then be manipulated 
in any way by making changes in the actual text or fonts, 
sizes etc. using any of the many Ukrainian TrueType™ 
fonts included free of charge with the package. 


CAN BE AUTOMATED FURTHER 


If Ukrainian or English documents are faxed directly 
into your computer (via the fax-modem) the entire pro- 
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cess is even easier. During the first stage, Fine- 
Reader ensures that the OCR process is performed 
properly and spellchecks the text to make sure that 
any and all mistakes are eliminated and that the text is 
ready for translation. Then the second stage provides 
a with a professional translation from Ukrainian to 
English or vice versa. 


“OCR” FOR OTHER LANGUAGES TOO 


FineReader is also available for other languages such 
as French, German, Russian, Italian and Spanish. For 
each and every language FineReader has a large built-in 
dictionary which automatically corrects any mistakes 
which may have been picked up due to illegibility of 
the original text during the scanning stage. The quality 
of recognition for any of the languages exceeds even the 
most expensive OCR software (NONE of which, of 
course, contain Ukrainian). 


ADDITIONAL FEATURES 


в» Pars/U™ also comes with a full Ukrainian language 
support module allowing you to work in ANY of your fa- 
vorite Windows applications in Ukrainian! Translation can 
be obtained right in your word processor by simply high- 
lighting the text and selecting the “translate” option. 

в» Specialized vocabularies are also available as ad- 
ditional modules. і 

m= Users can also quickly and easily add their own 
jargon to the program’s vocabulary. Onwards, the pro- 
gram will automatically sense which tense of this new 
word or phrase is needed, depending on the context. 
==> The program is easy to use and technical support is 
available from our computer experts if you get stuck. 

=> Pars/U™ is also the most useful educational tool for 
those learning Ukrainian. 


FREE DEMO AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 


Despite many sophisticated features Pars/U™ aa are 
very reasonable. For as little as US$249 (CAN$299) you 
can have the world’s first English-Ukrainian/Ukrainian 
automatic translation program in your home or office. 
For more information or to place an order just give us 
a call. We can also send you a free demo along with 
additional information on this state-of-the-art technol- 
ogy already hailed as the “translation tool of the fu- 
ture” by the hundreds of loyal users of program. 


Exclusive distributors: Innovative Products & Solutions Inc. 
In the US: 85 River Rock Dr.,Suite 201, Buffalo, NY 14207 
Canada: 7053 Yonge St.,Suite 102, Thornhill, Ont. L3T 2A6 
Toll-free tel. (800)408-1525. Toll-free fax: (800)250-8833 


* All trademarks are property of their respective owners 


Кузьмук проти 


професійної армії 


(Укрінформ)--«Я належу до тих, хто рішуче виступає 
проти професійної армії», — заявив в інтерв'ю для львівської 
газети Високий замок міністр оборони України полковник 


Олександр Кузьмук. 

«Це пов'язано не з моїм небажанням, -- підкреслив міністр, 
-- а з економічною ситуацією в країні». 

На його думку, розглядаючи питання про професійну армію, 
необхідно враховувати український менталітет. Людей, які 
зможуть служити Україні, необхідно виховувати. Тому проблема 
професійної армії стане актуальною лише у наступному 
тисячолітті. 

«У нас, -- зазначив міністр, якщо не враховувати 
УНА-УНСО, яке веде виховання молоді в своєму напрямі, 
немає жодної інституції, здатної займатися військово- полі- 
тичною виховною роботою серед молоді». 


Шедеври України 
у Нью Иорку 


(Укрінформ)- -Важливою подією культурного життя Нью Йорка 
стало відкриття в одному з найбільших музеїв світу «Метрополітен» 
виставки історичних та художніх цінностей під назвою «Слава 
Візантії». 

На виставці представлені експонати з понад 100 музеїв світу 
24-х країн. Значну увагу привертає експозиція України, яка 
відображає рівень культурного розвитку Української держави у 
X-XIIl сторіччях. 

Виступаючи на прес-конференції напередодні відкриття виставки, 
керівник делегації України, заступник міністра культури та мистецтв 
України Леонід Новохатько відзначив непересічний характер цієї 
події, яка підтверджує значний історичний, науковий та художній 
рівень культурної спадщини українського народу. 

Підкреслювалося, зокрема, що виставка засвідчує зв'язок 
української культури періоду Київської Русі з культурами інших 
країн, їх взаємний вплив і збагачення. Представник України 
також наголосив на важливості розвитку та поглиблення 
історичних, культурних зв'язків між народами та цивілізаціями, 
що особливо важливо у нашому часі. У цьому зв'язку було 
відзначено безпрецедентний факт запрошення до США більше 
як 20 працівників музеїв та заповідників України, що стало 
виявом чергового етапу зміцнення співпраці між Україною та 
США у галузі культури. 

З нагоди відкриття виставки у «Метрополітен» my3eil відбулася 
урочиста церемонія, в якій взяла участь делегація України у 
складі представників ряду музеїв та заповідників України, постійний 
представник України про ООН А. Зленко, а також співробітники 
Генерального консульства України в Нью Йорку. 

Вже перший огляд відвідувачами української експозиції, якій 
відведено окремий зал, продемонстрував широкий інтерес до її 
художньої та історичної цінності. 

Виставка функціонуватиме до початку липня. 


Шевченківські дні 
npouwau у Литві 


Віктор Чернишук 

(ДІНАУ-Укрінформ)- Шевченківський меморіял у Литві, 
в якому беруть участь діячі науки і культури Литви, України, 
Польщі, Росії, США, розпочався 9 березня. 

Під час пам'ятних днів Тараса Шевченка, який навчався 
живопису у Вільнюському університеті, відкрито меморіяльну 
дошку, пройшли шевеченківські читання, відбулися концерти 
у Вільнюсі за участю київських артистів. 

Вірші і думки великого Кобзаря, українські народні пісні 
через тиждень лунали у найбільших концертних залях 
Вільнюса, Каунаса, Клайпеди, Шяуляя, Йонави. Образ 
геніяльного українського поета був стимулом для українців 
Литви в демонстрації їх етнічної краси, дасть їм можливість 
відчути себе повноцінною частиною української нації і 
литовського суспільства. Під час свята можна було дізнатися 
про досягнення литовської україністики, історії християнства 
в Київській Русі й Україні, ознайомитися з укранською 
культурою Литви, згадати про тісні зв'язки двох народів. 

Напередодні меморіялу Кобзаря, у Вільнюсі засновано 
товариство «Литва- Україна», ініціяторами якого були посол 
України в Литві Ростислав Білодід, лідер центристської партії 
Ромуальдас Озолас, відомі політики, підприємці, вчені 
балтійської країни. 
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Відбулася конференція 
присвячена визвольному русі 


(Укрінформ) Наукова конференція — перша 
із серії присвячених 80-річчю національно- 
визвольного руху в Україні — зібрала в Україн- 
ському інституті Америки у Нью-Йорку широку 
аудиторію з числа членів Української вільної 
Академії наук та Наукового товариства імені Т. 
Г. Шевченка. 

Основним доповідачем на тему «Уроки Воло- 
димира Винниченка для державотворення Укра- 
їни» був запрошений посол України в США 
Юрій Щербак. З коментарями до політичної, 
літературної та художньої діяльності цієї 
визначальної постаті української історії першої 
половини ХХ століття, виступили вчені Колум- 
бійського та Ратгердського університетів США. 
Намагаючись дати об'єктивну оцінку В. Вин- 
ниченку, учасники обговорення дійшли згоди, 
що будучи палким прихильником національної 
ідеї, він пройшов нелегкий шлях від ілюзій 
федералізму до ідеї самостійності. 

Намір побудувати в Україні у 1918 році 
демократичну державу европейського зразка із 
забезпеченням прав національних меншин, -- 
наголосив у своїй доповіді Юрій Щербак, — 
опанував керівництво УНР саме з пропозиції В. 


Оксана Носкова, Марина Тарнавська 
(ДІНАУ-Укрінформ)- -П'ятирічна історія 
запровадження в Україні органу Уповнова- 
женого Верховної Ради з прав людини набли-- 
зилась до свого щасливого завершення. 

Огран парляментської контролі за дотриман-- 
ням прав і свобод людини і громадянина, за 
висловом Сергія Кириченка, автора одного з 
трьох альтернативних законопроектів розгля- 
нутих сесією, має «забезпечити порядність 
влади». 

Уповноважений з прав людини не зможе 
самочинно скасовувати несправедливе чи 
незаконне рішення судової влади, він не 
виносить рішення по справі і не підміняє 
собою діяльність суду чи прокуратури. 

Однак законом йому має бути надано право 
«нагадати» тій чи іншій інстанції про 
невідповідність її рішень і дій чинному 
законодавству, причому інстанція не має права 
не взяти до уваги таке подання. В цьому 
коротко і полягає суть позасудового захисту 
прав і свобод людини. До того ж, Уповнова-- 
жений з прав людини стане тим зв'язковим, 


П'ята річниця 
відносин з 


(Укрінформ)- -Хорватські ЗМІ, відзначаючи 
5-ту річницю встановлення дипломатичних 
відносин з Україною, наголошують на спорід- 
неності історичної долі та національних інтересів 
двох країн. 

Особлива увага приділяється розвитку україн- 
сько-російських відносин, які розглядаються з 
перспективи хорватсько-сербських стосунків. 

Посольство України ознайомило хорватські ЗМІ 
з інтерв'ю Президента Леоніда Кучми «Незави- 
симой газете», яке прокоментовано в Хорватії 
як демонстрацію миролюбності української 
політики, готовності до пошуків компромісів. 

Розвиваючи тему близькості інтересів PecnyO— 
ліки Хорватії й України, державний телеканал 
хорватського телебачення підготував передачу, 
в якій виступив посол України Анатолій Шостак. 

Говорячи про динаміку зростання двосторонніх 
відносин за п'ять останніх років, він наголосив 
на значенні візиту в Україну Президента Ф. 
Туджмана (травень 1991 року) та нещодавніх 


Створюється орган несудового 
захисту прав людини 


Винниченка. Хоч неструктурованість суспільства, 
проблеми з розбудовою державного апарату та 
затримки у формуванні політичної еліти разом з: 
іншими перешкодами не дозволили на той час 
повністю реалізуватися національній ідеї. Народ- 
ження і загибель УНР стали, між тим, історичним 
катаклізмом, який примусив уряд більшовиків 
створити квазідержаву УРСР, а наприкінці ХХ 
століття — у 90-ті роки — фактично допоміг 
спрацювати національній ідеї. Останнім свідченням 
цього, на думку посла, було ухвалення нової 
Конституції України. 

Доповідач навів кілька вражаючих передбачень 
В. Винниченка, справжня ціна яких виявилася 
зрозумілою тільки на відстані. Зокрема, державний 
діяч часів УНР ставив питання про гарантії 
безпеки для України з боку великих світових 
держав, пропонував ідею повоєнної колективної 
безпеки, передбачав переродження більшовизму 
у нацизм. 

Їдеї В. Винниченка збережені значною мірою 
у його архівах, про що нагадала на конференції 
представник комісії з вивчення та охорони його 
спадщини Лариса Онишкевич. Українська вільна 
Академія наук розпочала процес передачі архіву 
в Україну. 


завдяки якому пересочний громадянин отримає 
можливість звернутися до Конституційного Суду 
України, а згодом і до Європейського. Протягом 
двох тижнів профільна парлямент-ська комісія 
з прав людини має визначити остаточно, який 
з трьох проєктів покласти в основу Закону 
України «Про Уповноваженого Верховної Ради 
України з прав людини». Наявні проєкти 
різняться між собою моделями струк-тури цього 
органу, визначенням меж компетенції 
Уповноваженого. 

Їнститут Уповноваженого з прав людини 
утворений на зразок шведського парляменту, 
народилася там 1809 року. На сьогодні, 
інститути омбудсменів діють у 85 країнах. 
Україна відчуває нагальну потребу запровадити 
передбачений Конституцією несудовий захист 
прав людини ще й тому, що 1993 року змінами 
до законодавства громадян було по суті поз- 
бавлено можливості безпосередньо звертатися 
за захистом до прокуратури. Єдиною інстанцією, 
що мала б захищати скривджених, стали суди. 
Але вони, за нинішніх умов, виявилися неспро-- 
можними виконувати цю функцію. 


дипломатичних 
Хорватією 


візитів міністра зовнішніх справ М. Гранича і 
міністра Г. Шушака. 

Цього року очікується посилення двосторонніх 
відносин, чому значною мірою сприятиме і 
розширення правової бази. 

Торговельно-економічні зв'язки, зупинені вій- 
ною, нині становлять одну з головних проблем. 

Своєрідна перспектива вбачається у відбудові 
Хорватського Подунав'я після його остаточного 
повернення під юрисдикцію РХ. 

«Саме в цьому регіоні проживала велика PyCHH— 
сько-українська меншина», наголосив А. Шостак. 

«Тому посольство виступає за включенням 
українських підриємців у процес відродження 
регіону, де русини-українці мешкали близько 
трьох століть. Глибоке історичне коріння та 
сучасні взаємини між Україною і РХ відображені 
у ряді видань, підготовлених у співпраці з 
хорватською стороною. Україна сприймається в 
Хорватії як дружня, історично споріднена дер- 
жава», наголосив посол. 
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Ukraine willing to send 


peacekeepers to Transdnister | 86% in Nadvirna 


Customs agreement signed with Moldova 


(JF Monitor)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma 
ended his official visit to Moldova, March 11, by meet- 
ing with Transdnister leaders Igor Smirnov and Grigory 
Marakutsa in Chisinau. Moldovan President Petru 
Lucinschi, who had proposed the meeting, was present. 

The Transdnister leaders agreed with a joint proposal 
by Kuchma and Lucinschi — in line with earlier ideas 
of the new Moldovan President — that Ukraine send 
peacekeeping troops to Transdnister. 

All sides also agreed that Russian consent would be 
necessary, and that it will be sought when Kuchma and 
Lucinschi meet Russian president Boris Yeltsin at the 
upcoming CIS summit. 

Ukrainian troops would add to, but not replace, the 
remaining Russian troops. Kuchma and his chief de- 
fense and security adviser, Volodymyr Horbulin, stated 
that “Ukraine will immediately respond to the call” if 
Russian consent is forthcoming. 

They stressed that the experience of Ukrainian peace- 
keeping troops in the former Yugoslavia qualifies them 
for operating in Transdnister. 

Russia, which has exercised a “peacekeeping” mo- 


(JF Monitor)—The commander of the Russian air 
force wants them, while his Ukrainian counterpart 
and the Ukrainian defense minister have no use for 
them and want to sell them, but the two countries 
seem no closer today to working out a deal on the 
transfer of the 44 Soviet strategic bombers located in 
Ukraine than they were several years ago. 

These planes include the bulk of the supersonic Tu- 
160 “Blackjack” bombers that were in the Soviet in- 
ventory. 

On March 1, Russian air force chief Gen. Pyotr 
Deinekin said that he had no doubt that Ukraine has 
been deliberately avoiding any decisions to transfer 
the planes. 

"In fact, the foot-dragging on the deal might well be 
in Moscow. In January 1995 the two countries agreed 


Strategic bomber sale held up 


nopoly in Transdnister since the 1992 Yeltsin-Snegur 
agreement, has recently reduced that force from six to 
two battalions. 

That force, which rotates periodically, is drawn from 
units based in Russia and has a legal status, unlike the 
former 14th Army unlawfully stationed in Moldova. 
Moscow has sought a “peacekeeping” mandate for the 
ex-14th Army, renamed Operational Group of Forces, 
as a means of legalizing its presence. Transdnister lead- 
ers, reckoning with the Group’s gradual reduction and 
hypothetical withdrawal, seek an additional interposi- 
tion force. 

During his visit, Kuchma also signed a Declaration 
on the Principles of a Ukrainian-Moldovan Customs 
Union with Lucinschi. The presidents agreed on intro- 
ducing a free trade regime pending the completion of 
a customs union treaty, due for signing later this year. 

The presidents told a joint news conference that the 
Ukrainian-Moldovan customs union will “fundamen- 
tally differ from the Russia-Belarus one” in that it will 
not be a political instrument and will be based on 
“equality among the two countries.” 


in principal on the deal and their two defense minis- 
ters confirmed the sale again in March 1996. 

Last month Ukrainian defense minister Oleksandr 
Kuzmuk said that he had once again brought up the 
transfer when he visited Moscow last November, and 
was told the Russians were still interested. 

Also in February Ukrainian air force chief Gen. 
Volodymyr Antonets confirmed that the bombers 
were rarely being flown by Ukraine — usually only 
on post-maintenance check flights. 

But a “senior Russian Defense Ministry official” 
told Interfax on March 1 that Russia was thinking of 
abandoning the deal. It had plenty of the Ти 95М5 
missile-carriers that were part of the Ukrainian hold- 
ings, he said, and thought that they were “more reli- 
able and economical” than the Tu-160s anyway. 


Has economic recovery begun in Ukraine? 


(JF Monitor)—Evidence continues to accumulate 
indicating that decline in the gross domestic product of 
Ukraine’s economy is coming to an end. 

Contrary to earlier forecasts, a recent statement by 
Ukrainian Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko suggests 
that Ukrainian industrial production grew by one per- 
cent during 1996. 

This would suggest that preliminary official estimates 
of a 10 percent decline in Ukrainian GDP last year will 
be revised upwards. Likewise, Ukraine’s dollar trade 
turnover increased by 19 percent, to US$37.8 billion. 

Of course, the economy continue to face serious struc- 
tural problems, particularly in the largely unreformed 
State enterprise and financial sectors. 

Still, if these figures are correct — and, if anything, 


these official numbers are likely to understate true pro- 
duction levels by failing to measure underground eco- 
nomic activity — they suggest that the 1996 economic 
recoveries recorded in most CIS countries are finally 
spreading to Ukraine. 

And although Ukrainian fiscal and monetary poli- 
cies may become more expansionary in the coming 
months as the government attempts to reduce wage and 
pension arrears, the growing output and low inflation 
figures suggest that such expansion, if moderate, need 
not be disastrous. 

The strong economic recoveries that began in Po- 
land in 1992 and Albania in 1993 were accompanied 
by higher inflation rates than those currentiy observed 
in Ukraine. 


Ukraine’s economic stabilization continues in 1997 


(JF Monitor)—Inflation in Ukraine continued to de- 
cline during the first two months of 1997. 

The 2.2 percent inflation rate recorded in January was 
followed by an 0.9 percent rate in February, well be- 


Privatize, or subsidize 
coal, Rada told 


(Infobank)—The Supreme Council must decide ei- 
ther to fully nationalize the coal industry and regulate 
the price through subsidies, or privatize it as soon as 
possible and allow prices to float on the market, says a 
special parliamentary commission. 

Any delay in approving one of these options may 
lead to disaster in the industry it states in a report. 

According to Mykola Dudchenko, head of the com- 
mittee, most of the Ukrainian coal-mines have ex- 
hausted their resources. 

Out of 250 Ukrainian mines, 98 were put into opera- 
tion before World War II, and 50 before 1917. During 
the last 25 years only 17 mines have been renovated, 
though this should be done every 15-17 years. 

According to the committee, in 1996 only 54 coal- 
mines in Ukraine were profitable. 

They said Ukrainian coal is very expensive (it ranges 
from US$35 to US$180 per ton depending the grade 
and quality). 


low the 2.1 percent figure officially forecast for that 
month. 

These rates are consistent with the 25 percent rate 
forecast for 1997, which is itself below the 39.8 per- 
cent rate recorded in 1996 — not to mention 1993’s 
hyperinflationary 10,000 percent figure. 

The Ukrainian National Bank has amassed some 
US$3 billion in foreign exchange reserves, and capital 
inflows that caused the hryvnia to appreciate in nomi- 
nal terms at the end of February have helped push in- 
terest rates on treasury bills to around 30 percent. 

These developments suggest that Ukraine’s 1996 
successes in reducing inflation and stabilizing the 
hryvnia after its introduction in August are continuing 
into 1997. They also suggest that investors are increas- 
ingly interested in holding Ukrainian treasury bills, 
perhaps in anticipation of an agreement with the IMF 
expected later this month. 

However, wage arrears in Ukraine continue to grow, 
and GDP, which declined by some 10 percent in 1996, 
shows no indication of increasing. 

Macroeconomic stabilization in Ukraine has yet to 
be translated into economic recovery — a fate that 
Ukraine shares with neighboring Russia, Belarus, and 
Moldova. 

By contrast, all three South Caucasian economies, 
as well as Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan, 
posted economic growth in 1996. 
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Stetsko scores 


(Infobank/UkrNews)—One of the leaders of the Congress of Ukrai- 
nian Nationalists, Yaroslava Stetsko, was elected to Parliament dur- 
ing the March 2 by-election іп Nadvima constituency, Ivano-Frankivsk 
Oblast. Stetsko got 86% of the votes. 

Her only contender for the seat was Socialist Party representative 
— Vasyl Poptsunyak. 

Yaroslava Stetsko, 77, was the wife of the late of Yaroslav Stetsko, 
one of the founders of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists, 
Bandera faction (OUN-B), who was leader of the reestablished Ukrai- 
nian State proclaimed by OUN-B in Lviv on June 30, 1941, just ahead 
of the advancing German forces. 

That did not sit too well with the Nazis, however, and OUN-B lead- 
ers were arrested and sent to concentration camps. 

Stetsko, leader of OUN-B in Munich since her husband’s death, 
recently had her Ukrainian citizenship restored. 


Agreements signed 
with Slovakia 


(Ukrinform/RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko met 
with his Slovak counterpart Vladimir Meciar March 7 in the western Ukrai- 
nian town of Uzhhorod. 

Several agreements were signed, among them: a memorandum on trade 
liberalization, an agreement on trade, economic and technical coopera- 
tion between Slovakia and Ukraine, a protocol on collaboration between 
the two internal affairs ministries and an agreement on a junction for a 
projected transborder highway linking the two nations. 

Also signed was an agreement on the employment of Slovak workers in 
Ukraine and vice versa, According to unofficial statistics, up to 30,000 
Ukrainians work illegally in Slovakia. 

During his stay, Meciar met with members of the Slovak minority in 
Ukraine. 

Transcarpathian Ukraine is home for about 10,000 ethnic Slovaks (less 
than one percent of the region’s populace). Currently, they are united in 
two ethnic cultural societies. 

There are Slovak-language TV and radio programs, which are regularly 
broadcast by regional TV and radio companies. 

Slovak schools teach their pupils in the native language where numbers 
merit. 

Many ethnic Ukrainians in the Transcarpathian region of Ukraine opt 
for Slovak universities and colleges to continue their education and pro- 
fessional training there. 

Trade between Ukraine and Slovakia stood at US$418.3 million in 1996, 
a 36.6 percent increase over 1995. 


SPF under fire 
over hotel privatization 


(Ukrinform)—The State Property Fund’s regional affiliate in Kyiv 
has decided to privatize the “Ukraina” hotel, one of the capital’s prof- 
itable entities. 

Over the past three years the hotel had been leased by its personnel 
who spent the bulk of their profits on improving and upgrading its 
facilities, which in 1996 allowed them to increase hard currency in- 
come nine times versus 1992. The hotel makes contributions of up to 
1 million hryvnias (C$720,000) a year to the state budget. 

Under the SPF’s privatization scheme, 51 percent of Ukraina’s 
stocks are to be sold to a single buyer against a pledge to complete 
the hotel’s overhaul before it hosts a meeting of EBRD directors slated 
for the spring of 1998. 

Many construction experts criticize the proposed overhaul, saying 
it will result in the eventual closure of the hotel and is unnecessary. 
Minor cosmetic improvements would be enough to ready it for the 
EBRD meeting, they say. 

Critics also say the SPF does not have any jurisdiction over the 
hotel’s privatization, as “Ukraina” is Kyiv municipal property. 

They also say the SPF’s appraisal violated certain legislative acts, 
which may eventually lead to very low dividends being paid to those 
Ukrainian citizens, who might venture to invest their individual prop- 
erty certificates in the hotel. 


UN refugee office set up in Crimea 


(Ukrinform)—A ceremony inaugurating the Office of the UN High 
Commissioner’s Department for Refugees was held in Simferopol on 
March 5. 

The UN mission was organized in Crimea in July, 1996 in order to as- 
sist in solving the problems of refugees, from “hot spots” such as Abkhazia 
and Tadjikistan. 

According to UN mission head Josef Djorke, 4,000 refugees have been 
registered in Crimea. Most of them live in conditions inconceivable at the 
end of the 20th century, said Josef Djorke. 

He noted that US$1 million have been earmarked to assist the Crimean 
migrants and refugees in the current year. 

Djorke added that the mission will continue work for simplification the 
process of granting the Ukrainian citizenship to the 170,000 Crimean Tar- 
tars who have returned to Crimea. 
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100 tractors for sale 


New Holland moves step closer to 
C$40 million deal with Ukraine 


By Paul Samyn 
Winnipeg Free Press 

Winnipeg’s largest tractor plant moved one step closer to a C$40- 
million deal with Ukraine March 6. 

Foreign Affairs Minister Hennadiy Udovenko kicked the tires of a 
New Holland four-wheel drive tractor and liked what he saw. 

“Tt would be very expensive for our farmers,” Udovenko said as he 
climbed down from the bright blue $100,000 tractor. 

But through financing with the Export Development Согр., 
Manitoba-made tractors may soon be working Ukrainian wheat fields. 

Funding through the EDC is still being negotiated but Udovenko’s 
visit was a crucial part of the fine tuning needed to secure the loan 
which will allow trade with the emerging Ukrainian market. 

“All we need is for the Ukrainian government to put its stamp of 
approval on it and we are in business,” Foreign Affairs Minister Lloyd 
Axworthy said. 

Canada and Manitoba have both been playing a big part in helping 
Ukraine’s economy emerge from the shadow of the former Soviet 
Union. 

Axworthy led a trade mission to Ukraine last year and the Filmon 
government has been busy trying to open economic links to the coun- 


“We thing there is a huge potential market place for us to both 
benefit from,” Axworthy said. 

Currently, two-way trade between the countries is only about $60 
million. But if the EDC can secure the New Holland deal, theat trade 
total would take a huge jump. 

“We would be very proud to supply 100 Versatile tractors from this 
pant to Ukraine,” Tom Kennedy, new Holland executive vice-presi- 
dent, said. 

Udovenko said one of his country’s biggest problems is the need to 
attract foreign capital and he hopes the New Holland deal leads to 
joint ventures. 

“We are very much interested in the Canadian experience of agri- 
culture,” he said. 

After meeting with Udovenko, Premier Gary Filmon said there are 
further opportunities for Manitoba businesses in Ukraine. 

“They are very interested in further discussion and looking to trade 
missions,” Filmon said. 


Investment conference 


held in Chicago 


(Ukrinform)—A conference en- 
titled “Investment and Trade Oppor- 
tunities in Ukraine” was held in 
Chicago in early March. 

The conference was organized by 
the Ukrainian-American Chambers 


John Deere contract 
expected in April 


(Infobank)—By the end of April, 
Khersonski Kombainy (Kherson 
Combines) plans to sign a contract 
with the U.S. John Deere for joint 
production of combines. The pro- 
duction of the combines is sched- 
uled begin in the second half of 
1997. According to preliminary 
agreements 2,000 combines are to 
be manufactured according to John 
Deere’s specifications in the first 
year. In five years annual produc- 
tion should reach 6,700.During the 
first stage, 15% of the assembly 
work will be done in Ukraine. 


Business Briefs 


Agreements signed with China 


of Commerce in the American Mid- 
West in conjunction with the Ukrai- 
nian Consulate General in Chicago 
and Chicago University’s Business 
School. 

It was attended by representatives 
of large American firms and repre- 
sentatives of the Illinois State gov- 
ernment. Issues discussed included 
the political and economic situation 
in Ukraine, the existing investment 
climate, and opportunities for fur- 
ther development of Ukrainian- 
American trade and economic rela- 
tions. 

Participants in the conference 
noted the high potential for coopera- 
tion with Ukraine, particularly in the 
agro-industrial complex, in engi- 
neering restructuring and conver- 
sion, and development of the service 
sector. 

A number of investment projects, 
prepared by Ukrainian enterprises, 
were presented. 


(Ukrinform)—Three documents, including a protocol of intention for 
joint ventures, another one on industrial cooperation and a contract 
for constructing a carbomide factory in Shansi Province were signed 
during the visit of a delegation from Ukraine’s Industry Ministry to 
China, Feb. 19 - March 5. Mykhailo V. Kosovan, leader of Ukraine’s 
delegation said agreements were also reached for cooperation on two 
construction projects, a mine and a fertilizer factory in China. 


Kharkiv gets industrial ecology centre 

(Ukrinform)—A Franco-Ukrainian Centre for Industrial Ecology has 
been set up in Kharkiv by the city’s national polytechnical university 
and the Lyons University in France. The Centre is meant to become 
an educational institution to train environmental managers, managers 
of businesses using environmentally friendly technologies and envi- 
ronmental researchers. 
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Dolyna can produce over 2 million 
tons a year, says Calgary firm 


By Marco Levytsky 

A Canadian oil company says the Dolyna oilfield in 
Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast can produce up to 15 million 
barrels (2.08 million metric tons) of oil annually. 

This projection is over half of Ukraine’s total cur- 
rent domestic production. Actual production in 1996 
was 4.1 million tons — projected 1997 production is 
3.9 million. 

“Discovered in 1950, the Dolyna Field was first put 
on full production in 1959,” stated Odyssey Petroleum 
Corp. in a March 7 company press release. 

“Production was 1.89 million tons annually at its 
peak, but is now at 216,000 tons. Production rates as 
high as 10,950 bpd per well have been reported for the 
field. 

“Through the implementation of Western technol- 
ogy to complete a number of workovers of existing 
wells, and the drilling of additional vertical and hori- 
zontal wells, the proposed development plan calls for 
an increase in oil production to over 15 million barrels 
annually over the next few years. This is projected to 
increase production to over 40,000 bpd,” it said. 

David Harrison, executive vice president of Odys- 
sey, told Ukrainian News were independently calcu- 
lated and based on geological, engineering and some 
seismic data. 

“Based on the data, these figures are sound,” he said. 

“Tt’s an exciting project. There’s no doubt about it,” 
he added. 

However, the head of Ukraine’s State Committee on 
Deposit Reserves was skeptical about such projections. 

Vitaliy Laveniukov told the Infobank news agency 
that such result cannot be achieved within a few years. 

But, he added, if the Canadians can produce one 
quarter of that amount, it would be very helpful for 
Ukrainian refineries. 

Odyssey Petroleum Corp. has entered into an option 
agreement with Trident (88) Exploration Ltd. of 


Calgary, to acquire a 60 percent working interest in 
Trident’s proposed joint venture in Dolyna. 

Trident has entered into a Protocol of Intentions with 
the Ukrainian joint stock company, UkrNafta, and Od- 
yssey has agreed to advance funds to Trident in order 
to provide Trident with sufficient working capital to 
complete negotiations towards forming a joint venture 
with UkrNafta during the next 60 to 90 days, with re- 
spect to the further exploration and development of the 
Dolyna field. 

Under the terms of the option agreement, it Odyssey 
can earn a 60 percent interest in the joint venture by 
investing US$10 million in the project, and will receive 
90 percent of the net cash flow from the project until 
pay-out. 

The Dolyna Field is located 60 km west of the city of 
Ivano-Frankivsk. An international gas pipeline runs 
through the field and international oil and products pipe- 
lines are located in the vicinity. Oil from the field is 
currently being piped to the Drohobych refinery 48 km 
to the north; existing production is approximately 4,000 
bpd. (556 metric tons per day) 

It is estimated that Dolyna contained in excess of 
1.234 billion barrels of oil in place in four different 
producing horizons. Of this oil in place, 264.5 million 
barrels have been produced. It is believed that an addi- 
tional 235 million barrels are left to be recovered, us- 
ing Western technology and equipment. 

It is anticipated that a joint operating agreement will 
be entered into. Odyssey and Trident intend to com- 
plete a formal development plan for the project over 
the next several months. It is hoped that full-scale de- 
velopment of the project will commence during the 
summer of 1997. 


Epic ships equipment to Crimea 


Epic Energy Inc. on March 6 announced that the 
equipment needed to undertake its aggressive field 
development and exploration drilling programs in 
Crimea is enroute to its destination. 

Epic has acquired and refurbished three western 
drilling and completion rigs with a supply of spare 
parts for onsite maintenance in Ukraine. 

Accompanying the rigs are a full complement of 
vehicles, tubulars, pumping equipment and other 
oilfield and office equipment necessary to upgrade 
the company’s Ukraine program. 

The Ukraine national staff is being expanded and 
trained to undertake this new phase of operations. 
The shipment has departed Houston, Texas with an 
expected arrival at Kerch, Crimea by mid-March. 
Targeted oil fields and prospects are less than 75 km 
distance from the port. 

After all of the equipment and mate"*7t. ave 
cleared Ukraine customs and the vultgatory field 
inspections have been completed, Epic plans to im- 
mediately deploy the existing drilling rig and one 
completion rig to continue development of the 
Aktash field. 

The other drilling and completion rigs will drill 
confirmation and test wells, and perform workover 
operations in several other known and prospective 
oil fields. The known field discovery candidates are 
Voykov, Preozernoe, Moshkarev, and possibly 


Borzov. The prospective oil fields which possess vir- 
tually identical geological and geophysical charac- 
teristics are Alagol, Salin, Vinograd, Belocamen, 
North Nasirsk, and Otrada. 

The company’s new executive management team 
has recently returned from meetings in Kyiv, 
Simferopol, and trips to the oil fields on the Kerch 
peninsula, eastern Crimea. 

Ronald K. Cormick, CEO, and President, reported 
that Bill Daily, COO, and John Spronk, CFO, were 
impressed with the Epic’s local management, its part- 
ners and the overall magnitude of the petroleum po- 
tential within the Company’s contract area. 

Cormick confirmed that the approval and permit- 
ting pro, ~ for drilling the planned wells in 1997 is 
virtually ~~ ме. 

ол «ua. Ше Company’s Ukraine subsidiary, 
KrymTexasivaita, has requested confirmation from 
Kyiv authorities regarding its tax and customs ex- 
emptions, and expects a formal response imminently. 

KrymTexasNafta says such documents will help 
expedite the local approval process for the company’s 
importation of equipment and oil sales. 

Epic and its Ukraine partner, Krymgeologia, have 
a production sharing agreement to explore and de- 
velop oil and gas resources within the 11 ,000-square- 
mile region of Crimea where oil and gas have al- 
ready been discovered. 


Ministry seeks investors for 53 projects 


(Infobank)—The Ministry of Industry wants to sub- 
mit 53 projects to potential investors, says Industry 
Minister Valeriy Mazur. 

Speaking March 3 in Kyiv, he said 16 of these are in 
metallurgy, 16 in the chemical industry, 11 in wood- 
working and 10 in light industries. 

According to the minister, the capital investment 
should be regained within two to five years and the 
government is ready to assist any project with a sepa- 
rate cabinet resolution or presidential decree 


“We are ready to create favorable conditions for new 
joint ventures and even go as far as to transfer part of 
companies’ assets under complete control of would-be 
foreign investors”, he said. 

Mazur added that over 20 leading companies under 
his ministry are undergoing large-scale modernization. 

Over US$500 million has been allocated for mod- 
егпігайоп in 1997. The minister said he expects at least 
part of the funds required will be covered by foreign 
investment. 


Bank nationalization opposed 


(Ukrinform)—The former chairman of the National 


He described the demands as "а populist campaign 


Bank of Ukraine says nationalization of commercial lacking any economic basis.” 


banks will only lead to a further deterioration of the 
economic crisis. 


Hetman noted that Ukrainian commercial banks are 


currently too weak and lack real financial capital. He 


Vadym Hetman made the statement in response to said the combined assets of all Ukrainian commercial 
demands by the organizers of a nation-wide strike banks are no greater than that of an average German 


planned for March 18. 


bank. 
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Shot putters pace the 
way in World Indoors 


Shot putters paced the way for Ukraine as the coun- 
try took four medals at the World Indoor Track and Field 
Championships in Paris, March 8-9. 

In fact they were responsible for three of the medals 
— both golds and one of the silvers. 

In the women’s final, Vita Pavlysh threw for a dis- 
tance of 20.00 metres. Germany’s Astrid Kumbernuss 
was second at 19.92 and Irina Korzhanenko of Russia 
was third with 19.49 

In the men’s, Yuriy Bilonoh won the gold with a dis- 
tance of 21.02 meters. Olexandr Bahach, bronze med- 
alist at the Olympics, was second at 20.94 meters and 
Olympic silver medalist John Godina of the United 
States was third at 20.87. 

Another silver was won by Inha Babakova who tied 
for second in the women’s high jump with Hanne 
Haugland of Norway. Both cleared 2.00 metres. 

Stefka Kostadinova of Bulgaria won the gold with 
2.02 metres. 

The women’s 4x400 metres relay team finished fifth 
behind Russia, the. U.S., Germany and the Czech Re- 


public. 

In the women’s long jump Olena Khlopotnova fin- 
ished eighth while Hennadiy Hlushenko was 11th in 
the men’s triple jump. 


Medal Standings 

G 

1. United States 6 
2. Cuba 3 
3. Russia 3 
4. Ukraine 2 
5. Greece 2 
6. Jamaica 1 
7. Сегтапу 1 
8. Nigeria 1 
9. Могоссо 1 
10. Czech Republic 1 


or KH WN NHK NWDM 
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Albania World Cup 


Ukraine second at 
gymnastics event 


Ukraine came in second at the International 3-on-3 Gymnastics 
championship, held in Fort Worth, Texas, March 2. 

The Ukrainian male, female and rhythmic gymnastics trio of Rustam 
Sharipov (8.4 on the high bar), Olha Teslenko (9.5 on the beam) and 
Natalia Kurin (9.15 with the ribbon) took a total of 27.05 points. 

First place went to China’s Fan Hongbin, Ji Liya and Zhou Xiojing, 
who won the title — and the US$6,000 first-place prize — with a 
score of 27.225 points. 

Third was the U.S. team of Shannon Miller, John Roethlisberger 
and rhythmic gymnast Meaghan Muller with 26.875. Fourth was an- 
other U.S. squad that featured Olympians Chainey Umphrey and Amy 
Chow and rhythmic gymnast Alicia Albe was fourth at 26.25. 


Medvedev out in second 


Ukraine’s Andriy Medvedev was knocked out in the second round of 
the of the US$303,000 Franklin Templeton Tennis Classic in Scottsdale, 
Arizona, March 5 

He fell 7-6 (8-6), 3-6, 6-4. 

In the first round he bested Leonardo Lavalle of Mexico 7-6 (7-3) 3-6 
6-3. 

Five days later, at Indian Wells, California, Medvedev was defeated in 
the first round of the $2.05 million Champions Cup by Nicklas Kulti of 
Sweden 6-4, 6-4. 
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match to be played in Spain 


The Fedération Internationale des 
Associations Football, world 
soccer’s governing body, said on 
March 7 that Ukraine and 
Germany’s upcoming World Cup 
qualifying matches against Albania 
will be switched to Granada, Spain, 
international agencies reported. 

The decision was taken because 
of the troubled political situation in 
Albania, a FIFA announcement said. 

The match against Ukraine was to 
have been played im the Albanian 
capital, Tirana on March 29 and the 
Germany game on April 4. 

FIFA said the Spanish Football 
Federation had offered Granada’s 
Los Carmenes stadium, which has 
a capacity of 15,400 seats, for the 
two games. They would still be re- 
corded as home games for Albania. 

Albanian soccer officials asked on 


March 5 that their crisis-ridden 
country not be forced to host a World 
Cup qualifier with Ukraine this 
spring as planned. 

The Albanians proposed playing 
the match March 29 on a neutral 
field, Viktor Bannikoy, vice presi- 
dent of the Ukrainian Soccer Fed- 
eration, told the Interfax news 
agency. They suggested Slovenia, 
Austria, Switzerland or Italy, he 
said. 

Bannikoy said Ukraine is pre- 
pared to play the match in Vienna 
but the final decision will be made 
by soccer’s world governing body, 
FIFA. 

Albania has been torn by unrest 
that was triggered by the collapse of 
high-risk investment funds in which 
nearly every Albanian lost money. 

Portugal currently leads the Eu- 


Ukraine in 1997 European 
basketball championship 


Ukraine will compete in Group D, 


which also includes Croatia, Spain 


and Germany, for the 1997 men’s European basketball championship, to 
be played in Spain from June 25 - July 6. 

The four groups play on a round-robin basis with the top three teams 
qualifying for the following stage which will be played in two groups of 


5іх. 


The four best placed teams then qualify for the quarter-finals played on 


a knock-out basis. 


Other countries competing are: Greece, Bosnia Herzegovina, Russia 


and Turkey in Group A; Lithuania, Slovenia, France and Israel in Group 
B and Yugoslavia, Latvia, Italy and Poland in Group C. 


Ukrainian Premier Soccer Division 


Standings March 12th, 1997 


СР У T І GE GA Pts 
Dynamo, Kyiv 1S) ail 2 92 35. МО Ss 
Vorskla, Poltava S.-Y) Slew Sis SPS ОЇ 7) 
Chornomorets, Odesa WG Oe с6 905 ali) 3728) 
Dnipro, Dnipropetrovsk Sica? ai / ЦО 948) se 29 
Shakhtar, Donetsk [See cmos: 26, 1340 27 
Zirka, Nibas sy ts 119 ос З 25 
Karpaty, Lviv ПО 11 ЗО ЛО 1S) 24, 
Tavria, Simferopol ПОРО РА бі 21522 
CSKA, Borysfen 14 6 7 6 ша 16 20 
Nyva, Тегпорії ПОЛО 2628 6ee 241 20 
Metalurh, Zaporizhia ПОЛОВИХ об AS 20) 19 
Prykarpatya, Ivano-Frankivsk 16 5 2 9 17 28 17 
Torpedo, Zaporizhia Wo 40 22 8.43 21. 14 
Kryvbas, Kryviy Rih G4 2 NO 1S 28.) 14; 
Kremin, Kreminchuk ПОЗИ ЗНЗ ЩО BIS 2.30) 12 
Nyva, Vinnytsya NS ire Sa ae) Us Ae 


ropean Group 9 qualifying group 
with eight points. Ukraine is second 
with six and Germany third with 
five. 

Both Ukraine and Germany have 
two games in hand over Portugal. 

Teams get three points for a win 
and one for a tie. 

Albania is last with one point. 
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By Jan de Weydenthal 

(RFE/RL)—Several thousand 
Belarusians marched through the 
center of the capital Minsk, March 
11 to protest the government plans 
to integrate their country with Rus- 
sia. 

Police intervened in force to stop 
the demonstration. Several people 
were reported by the Russian me- 
dia to have been injured. Dozens 
were said to have been arrested. 

But the reports also said that the 
demonstrators managed to burn the 
Russian flag and an effigy of 
Belarusian President Alyaksandr 


Lukashenka, bearing the sign read- 
ing “Friend of Russia.” 

The demonstration was organized 
by the Belarusian Popular Front, a 
group opposed to Lukashenka’s 
government. Yuri Khodiko, a leader 
of the Front, said that the objective 
was to protest the arrival in Minsk 
of a Russian parliamentary delega- 
tion for discussions about the un- 
folding process of integration 
between Belarus and Russia. 

The group had received an offi- 
cial permit to hold a gathering of 
only up to 40 people. But thousands 
turned up. 
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Lukashenka has championed the 
unity with Russia from the moment 
of his election as President three 
years ago. An admirer of Soviet tra- 
ditions, Lukashenka has made Rus- 
sian the official language of the 
country, restored Soviet insignia and 
banned his opponents from using 
Belarusian national symbols. 

Lukashenka repeatedly declared 
disdain for democratic methods. 
Using referenda, he has successfully 
imposed authoritarian rule, setting 
up bogus parliamentary bodies, sus- 
pending labor unions, closing oppo- 
sition newspapers, muzzling the 
media and actively suppressing any 
forms of active opposition. And still, 
Lukashenka has enjoyed consider- 
able public support, particularly 
with regard to his drive to establish 
close relations with Russia. 

It seems that many Belarusians 
long for Russian protection and aid. 
Belarus is a very poor country. It is 
also fundamentally conservative, 
relying on central direction and 
command in economic activity. 
Lukashenka’s rule has only strength- 
ened these tendencies, with the 
President openly opposed to any re- 
forms. 

But it is also important to realize 
that Belarus has been the most 
russified and sovietized of all East 
European and Central Asian coun- 
tries that once formed parts of the 
Soviet Union. 

A recent sociological study by 
Marek Sliwinski, professor at the 
University of Geneva, has found 
massive public support for unity 
with Russia. This support has been 
particularly strong in the rural parts 
of the country, where only a few can 
speak the Belarusian language and 
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Thousands in Belarus protest integration with Russia 


almost all express preference for a 
strong central power. 

But the study has also found a 
degree of support for a separate na- 
tional Belarusian statehood. These 
attitudes have been prevalent in 
northern and western parts of the 
country, and in big cities, particu- 
larly in Minsk. 

Belarus appears then as a country 
torn by contradictory trends: one, 
strongly pro-soviet and russified, 
and the other, focused on national 
self-determination. The former is 
certainly stronger, but the latter is 
also politically important. 

The existence of those crosscur- 
rents is an important political fac- 


cesses. The demonstration in Minsk 
has been a clear reminder of this. 

Last April, Belarus and Russia 
signed a unity declaration, forming 
a basis for an economic community. 
But there was little integrative, 
progress since that time. 

March 7 Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and Lukashenka agreed to 
push for a closer union, after Yeltsin 
declared in the state-of-the-Federa- 
tion address that “reintegration” 
with Belarus was Moscow’s foreign 
policy priority. 

On April 2, a bilateral commission 
overseeing the integrative process is 
to meet in Moscow to plan further 
steps. But no details have been pro- 


tor, which would have to be consid- 


п vided on what direction and pace 
ered during any integrative pro- 


these steps may take. 


Negative trade balance with EU grows 


(Infobank)—Ukraine’s negative trade balance with the European Union 
grew by US$217.2 million in 1996 amounting to $1.04 million by the end 
of the year. Ukraine’s imports from the EU amounted to $2.57 million, 
while Ukraine’s exports stood at $1,53 million. The EU ‘s share of 
Ukraine’s foreign trade turnover was 12% of the 1996 total. Foreign trade 
with the EU grew by 16.4%, reaching $4.1 million. Compared with 1995, 
EU countries sold more agriculture products, chemicals, plastics, non- 
precious metals, paper, wood, textile and textile goods to Ukraine. At the 
same time, Ukraine began to import smaller quantities of footwear, cam- 
eras, cars, machines and electrotechnical equipment. 


Chornobyl children receive U.S. aid 


(Ukrinform)—A humanitarian cargo containing medicines and unique 
medical equipment was sent to Kyiv on March 10 by the American Fund 
in Aid of Chornobyl Children. The US$1.5 million humanitarian cargo is 
expected to be delivered via military transport to specialized clinics in 
Chernihiv and Dnipropetrovsk. It is the eighteenth such cargo to be sent 
to Ukraine by the fund since 1989. Speaking at a press conference, Ukrai- 
nian Ambassador to the United States Yuriy Shcherbak thanked the do- 
nors for their assistance. Ukrainian Permanent Representative at the United 
Nations Anatoliy Zlenko described the project as proof of the strategic 
partnership relations existing between Ukraine and the United States. 
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